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3 EIA APPROACH AND METHODOLOGY 

This chapter presents the EIA Project Team, EIA assumptions and limitations, and outlines the approach and 

methodology to the EIA process, which covers both Environment and Social aspects.    

3.13.13.13.1 EIA PROJECT TEAMEIA PROJECT TEAMEIA PROJECT TEAMEIA PROJECT TEAM    

The EIA project team and specialists appointed to undertake the EIA process are presented in Table 3-1.   

The curriculum vitae documentation for the SLR project team is attached in Appendix 1.  SLR and specialist 

consultants have no vested interest in the proposed project other than fair payment for consulting services 

rendered as part of the EIA process. 

TABLE 3-1:  DETAILS OF THE EIA PROJECT TEAM AND SPECIALISTS 

Company Name Qualifications 
Experience 

(years) 
Roles 

EIA Project Team 

SLR Namibia / Africa 

Andrew 
Bradbury 

M.Sc. (Env Assessment & 
Mgt), Oxford Brookes 
University 

27 
Project Director - Report review 
and quality control 

Jeremy Blood 
MSc (Cons. Ecol.), 
University of Stellenbosch 

21 
Project Manager - Management 
of EIA process, specialist study 
review and report compilation 

Werner 
Petrick 

M. Env Mgt, 
Potchefstroom University; 
B. Eng, University of 
Pretoria 

21 

In-country Manager – Liaison 
with authorities, process 
review, public participation and 
report review 

Marco 
Mariano 

Certificates for Autodesk 
Revit Structure, AutoCAD 
Civil 3D, and AutoCAD  

13 GIS Management 

Bronwyn 
Gernet 

Certificates in Arcview, 
Advanced Arcview, 
Projections and Rasters 

19 
GIS data management and 
mapping  

Specialist Team 

SLR Consulting 
Australia 

Binghui Li 

PhD (Physics – 
Underwater 

Acoustics), Curtin 
University 

17 
Sound Transmission Loss 
Modelling Study 

Dana Lewis 
BE(Hons)/ME(Mechanical), 
University of Queensland 

1.5 

Pisces Environmental 
Services 

Andrea 
Pulfrich 

PhD (Fisheries Biology), 
Christian-Albrechts 
University, Kiel, Germany 

25 
Marine Fauna Impact 
Assessment 

Capricorn Marine 
Environmental 

Dave Japp 
MSc (Ichthyology and 
Fisheries Science), Rhodes 
University 

32 
Commercial Fisheries Impact 
Assessment 

Sarah 
Wilkinson 

BSc (Hons) (Botany), 
University of Cape Town 

17 
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Company Name Qualifications 
Experience 

(years) 
Roles 

Nomad Socio-
Economic 
Management and 
Consulting 

Greg Huggins 
MSocSc (Anthropology), 
University of Cape Town  

30 

Social Impact Assessment 
Marco Da 
Cunha 

MSc (Geography and 
Environmental 
Management), University 
of Natal 

16 

3.23.23.23.2 EIA ASSUMPTIONS AND LIMITATIONSEIA ASSUMPTIONS AND LIMITATIONSEIA ASSUMPTIONS AND LIMITATIONSEIA ASSUMPTIONS AND LIMITATIONS    

The assumptions and limitations pertaining to this EIA are listed below: 

• SLR assumes that all relevant project information has been provided and that it was correct and valid at 

the time it was provided. 

• The survey area identified is indicative and this EIA has considered this and the fact that the final survey 

layout may change slightly. 

• Although TEPNA propose to commence with surveying in 2021 / 2022 Austral Summer, this EIA will 

consider the implications of surveying at any time during the year. 

• The indicative technical specifications provided (see Table 6-5) are based on generic industry information 

and previous seismic surveys and it is assumed that the technical specifications used in this EIA are roughly 

equivalent to that which will be used during the proposed seismic survey. 

• This EIA considers potential impacts on the biophysical and socio-economic environments that have been 

identified within the project’s area of influence, which encompasses: 

o Activities and facilities that are directly owned, operated or managed by TEPNA (including 

contractors) and are component of the project; 

o Unplanned events, which are unintended but may occur as a result of accidents or abnormal 

operating conditions; and 

o Indirect project impacts on biodiversity or ecosystem services upon which affected communities’ 

livelihoods are dependent. 

Thus, the focus is on impacts within Namibia and the licence area. 

• No significant changes to the project description or surrounding environment between the completion of 

the EIA process and implementation of the proposed project that could substantially influence findings 

and recommendations with respect to mitigation and management will occur. 

• TEPNA will operate the seismic survey in line with TEPNA’s project specifications (see Section 2.4.1). 

3.33.33.33.3 EIA OBJECTIVESEIA OBJECTIVESEIA OBJECTIVESEIA OBJECTIVES    

The EIA process has the following objectives: 

• To identify all the potential key environmental, social and health impacts that would result from the 

proposed project (during the Scoping Phase). 

• To identify feasible alternatives related to the project proposal (during the Scoping Phase).  

• To assess potential impacts of the proposed project and project alternatives during the different phases 

of project development (during the Impact Assessment Phase). 

• To define feasible mitigation or optimisation measures to minimise potential impacts or enhance potential 

benefits, respectively, for inclusion in the ESMP (during the Impact Assessment Phase).  
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• To provide the opportunity for I&APs to be involved in the EIA process (during both the Scoping and Impact 

Assessment phases). 

• Through the above, to ensure informed, transparent and accountable decision-making by the relevant 

authorities, as well as the presentation of the results to the public. 

3.43.43.43.4 EIA PROCESSEIA PROCESSEIA PROCESSEIA PROCESS    

The Namibian EIA process consists of two phases: Scoping and Impact Assessment.  A flowchart indicating the 

entire EIA process is presented in Figure 3-1.  The EIA is currently in the Impact Assessment Phase. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIGURE 3-1: NAMIBIAN EIA PROCESS 

WE ARE HERE 
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3.4.1 Scoping Phase 

The purpose of the Scoping Phase was to communicate the scope of the proposed project to I&APs; to consider 

project alternatives; to identify the environmental and social aspects, and potential impacts for further 

investigation and assessment; and to develop the terms of reference for specialist studies to be conducted in the 

Impact Assessment Phase.  

The Scoping Phase involved a process of: 

• Notifying I&APs of the proposed project and the steps in the EIA process;  

• Creating an opportunity for I&APs to interact with the EIA project team; and 

• Providing information for I&APs to ensure that all key environmental and social potential impacts are 

identified.   

Key steps (excluding public consultation) of the Scoping Phase are summarised below.  The public consultation 

process is summarised in Chapter 4. 

3.4.1.1 Baseline Information Collection 

SLR commissioned a marine ecologist, fisheries specialist and a social scientist to describe the receiving 

environment of the area of influence (which is defined in Section 7.1) and the identification of impacts as part of 

the preparation of the Scoping Report. 

3.4.1.2 Compilation and Review of the Draft Scoping Report (DSR) 

The DSR was prepared in compliance with Section 8 of the EIA Regulations.  The DSR was informed by the 

specialist baseline inputs and a review of previous seismic EIAs undertaken off the coast of Namibia and the 

South African West Coast.  It provided information suitable for easy interpretation by I&APs and authorities, and 

to provide an opportunity for I&APs to comment on the proposed project and findings of the Scoping Phase and 

impact assessment approach.   

The DSR was distributed for a 30-day review and comment period from 8 May to 8 June 2020 to notify I&APs 

about the proposed project, give them reasonable opportunity to register on the project database, and an 

opportunity to provide initial comments.  Steps undertaken as part of the DSR review process are summarised 

in Chapter 4.   

3.4.1.3 Compilation of the Final Scoping Report (FSR) 

The FSR also complied with Section 8 of the EIA Regulations and was informed by comments received on the DSR 

and issues raised during focus group meetings.  All written submissions were collated, and responded to, in a 

Comments and Responses Report, which was appended to the FSR.   

Taking cognisance of the scoping tasks and considerations described above, a high-level screening of the 

interaction between the proposed project activities and the receiving environment (see Section 8.1.1) and an 

Aspects and Impacts Register (see Section 8.1.2) were developed.  These were used as a framework to ensure 

that all project activities, environmental and social aspects, potential impacts and interactions were identified 

and understood.   
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The key potential impacts that were identified during the Scoping Phase are summarised in Table 3-2.   

This information provided the basis on which the specialist studies and associated terms of references were 

determined. 

TABLE 3-2:  KEY POTENTIAL IMPACTS IDENTIFIED DURING THE SCOPING PHASE FOR MAIN RECEPTORS 

No. Key Potential Impacts for Main Receptors 

1. Marine Ecology and Fauna 

The proposed project could result in the following potential impacts on marine ecology and fauna: 

• Localised reduction in air quality due to emissions from the combustion of diesel fuel for vessel engines, 

aviation fuel for aircrafts and helicopters, as well as the incineration of wastes; 

• Localised reduction in water quality due to normal discharges, as per MARPOL requirements, to the 

marine environment from a variety of sources, including deck drainage, machinery space drainage, 

sewage and galley wastes from the survey vessels; 

• Introduction of alien invasive marine species through ballast water discharge;  

• Seismic noise could have the following impacts on marine fauna: 

o physiological injury (e.g. permanent hearing threshold shift - PTS) and temporary hearing 

threshold -TTS) and mortality; 

o disturbance and / or behavioural changes; 

o masking of environmental sounds and communication; 

o disturbance to spawning and recruitment; and 

o effects on predators-prey relationships. 

• Possible effects of seismic noise on seabed and seamounts communities, as well as protected areas; 

• Localised disturbance of and / or behavioural changes to marine fauna due to noise and lighting from the 

survey vessels and helicopter operations; and 

• Localised and regional impacts on water quality, marine fauna, benthic communities and oiling of 

seabirds due to accidental oil spills during normal operations (e.g. bunkering at sea), as well as the 

unlikely event of a vessel collision or dropped objects/loss of equipment.   

2. Commercial Fisheries 

The proposed project could potentially affect commercial fishing activities, as a result of the proposed 500 m 

exclusion zone around the survey vessel, seismic noise, and accidental oil spills during bunkering or the unlikely 

event of a vessel collision.  Potential impacts include: 

• Disturbance / behavioural changes to fish; 

• Displacement of fishing activities; 

• Loss-of-access to fishing grounds;  

• Increased fishing effort; and 

• Loss of catch. 

3. Socio-Economic Environment 

The proposed project could have localised direct and in-direct economic and social costs and benefits.  Potential 

impacts include: 

• Loss of employment and income related to the disruption of commercial fisheries (as described above): 

Any substantive impact on commercial fishing would have a knock-on effect for individuals who rely on 

fishing for employment and wage income.  This is particularly pertinent for households in Walvis Bay and 

Lüderitz, as both towns support substantial populations that are employed in the commercial fisheries 
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No. Key Potential Impacts for Main Receptors 

sector.  In addition, both towns will have both secondary and tertiary industries that provide services to 

the fisheries sector, therefore they considered sensitive to any disruption to local commercial fishing. 

• Promoting local employment and local business development: The exploration activities will have limited 

positive spin-offs related to providing local employment and local business development opportunities 

due to the highly technical nature of seismic surveys and the requirement for specialised services.  

Lüderitz or Walvis Bay will likely see limited benefits related to local services that will be required for the 

seismic vessels such as crew accommodation, meals, basic goods and refuelling.   

• Use of local services and facilities: The provision of services as well as berthing during crew changes may 

result in the use of local services and both private and public facilities. There may be increased pressure 

on such services and facilities if they do not have sufficient capacity to support the exploration activities. 

• Collisions with Recreational Fishing and Pleasure Vessels (Public Health and Safety): Although seismic 

activities will be undertaken approximately 240 km from the Namibian coastline, support vessels will 

dock at either Walvis Bay or Lüderitz for refuelling, restocking, repairs and crew changes.  The movement 

of the support vessels between the licence blocks and the two port towns may result in some limited 

interaction with recreational fishing boats, pleasure crafts and other marine recreational activities during 

the approach of the seismic vessels to the two ports.  This could result in vessel strikes or accidents, which 

is deemed a public health and safety risk. 

3.4.1.4 Completion of the Scoping Phase and Acceptance of the FSR 

The FSR was accepted by MEFT on 6 August 2020 (see Appendix 2).  The MEFT acceptance confirmed that SLR 

may proceed with the detailed assessment as per Regulation 14 and 25 of the EIA Regulations (GN 4878, No. 30 

of 2012) and that the key environmental impacts, as outlined in Chapter 9 of the FSR, must be considered and 

assessed.  

3.4.2 Impact Assessment Phase 

3.4.2.1 Specialist Studies 

Four specialist studies were commissioned to address the key potential impacts associated with the proposed 

seismic survey.  These include:  

• Sound Transmission Loss Modelling Study (or Marine Noise Modelling Study, as referred to in the Final 

Scoping Report) (see Appendix 3.1); 

• Marine Fauna Impact Assessment (see Appendix 3.2);  

• Commercial Fisheries Impact Assessment (see Appendix 3.3); and 

• Social Impact Assessment (see Appendix 3.4). 

The terms of reference of these studies were accepted by MEFT in their acceptance of the FSR.  The list of 

specialists is provided in Table 3-1.  

To assess the potential impact related to seismic noise, input was obtained from a noise specialist.  This study 

describes the likely background noise levels in the licence area, quantifies the noise levels of the different 

activities involved in seismic surveys, determines the noise profile and noise transmission loss with distance from 

the survey area, and zones of impact.  This information was used as an input by the marine ecologist and fisheries 

specialists for their assessments. 
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The Marine Fauna, Commercial Fisheries and Social Impacts Assessments each describe their respective baseline 

receiving environments, identify and assess environmental impacts that may occur as a result of the proposed 

project (according to pre-defined rating scales - see Appendix 4), and recommend appropriate mitigation 

enhancement measures.  

3.4.2.2 Compilation and Review of Draft EIA Report and ESMP 

This Draft EIA Report and ESMP has been prepared in compliance with Section 15(2) of the EIA Regulations 2012 

(see Table 3-3).  The specialist findings and other relevant information have been integrated into this draft report.   

The Draft EIA Report and ESMP has been released for a 30-day review and comment period (see Section 1.3 for 

details).  The objective of the review period is to ensure that I&APs are notified about the proposed project, 

given a reasonable opportunity to provide comments on the findings of the EIA process.  Steps that have been 

undertaken as part of this review process are summarised in Chapter 4.   

3.4.2.3 Completion of the Impact Assessment Phase 

The following steps are envisaged for the remainder of the Impact Assessment Phase: 

• After closure of the comment period on the Draft EIA Report and ESMP, the draft report will be updated 

into a Final EIA Report and ESMP.  All comments received will be incorporated and responded to in a 

Comments and Responses Report, which will be appended to the final report. 

• The Final EIA Report and ESMP will be submitted to MME for consideration and review.  MME will then 

forward it with a recommendation to MEFT for a decision on the application.  The decision taken by MEFT 

will be distributed to all I&APs registered on the project database. 

TABLE 3-3:  REQUIREMENTS OF AN EIA REPORT AND ESMP IN TERMS OF SECTION 15(2) OF THE EIA 

REGULATIONS 2012 

Section  

15 (2) 
Content of EIA Report and ESMP 

Completed 

(Y/N or N/A) 

Section in  

this report 

(a) The curriculum vitae of the EAP who compiled the report;  Y Appendix 1 

(b) A detailed description of the proposed listed activity; 
Y 

Table 2-1 &  

Chapter 6 

(c) A description of the environment that may be affected by the 

activity and the manner in which the physical, biological, social, 

economic and cultural aspects of the environment may be affected 

by the proposed activity; 

Y Chapters 7 & 8 

(d) A description of the need and desirability of the proposed listed 

activity and identified potential alternatives to the proposed listed 

activity, including advantages and disadvantages that the proposed 

activity or alternatives may have on the environment and the 

community that may be affected by the activity; 

Y 

Chapter 6, (Section 

6.7) and & 10 

(Section 10.3) 

(e) An indication of the methodology used in determining the 

significance of potential effects; 
Y Appendix 4 
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Section  

15 (2) 
Content of EIA Report and ESMP 

Completed 

(Y/N or N/A) 

Section in  

this report 

(f) A description and comparative assessment of all alternatives 

identified during the assessment process; 
Y 

Chapters 8 and 10 

(Section 10.3) 

(g) A description of all environmental issues that were identified during 

the assessment process, an assessment of the significance of each 

issue and an indication of the extent to which the issue could be 

addressed by the adoption of mitigation measures; 

Y 
Table 3-2 &  

Chapter 8 

(h) An assessment of each identified potentially significant effect, including: 

(aa) cumulative effects; 
Y 

Chapter 8  

(Section 0) 

(bb) the nature of the effects; 

Y Chapter 8 

(cc) the extent and duration of the effects; 

(dd) the probability of the effects occurring; 

(ee) the degree to which the effects can be reversed; 

(ff) the degree to which the effects may cause irreplaceable 

loss of resources; and 

(gg) the degree to which the effects can be mitigated; 

(i) A description of any assumptions, uncertainties and gaps in 

knowledge; 
Y 

Chapter 3  

(Section 3.2) 

(j) An opinion as to whether the proposed listed activity must or may 

not be authorised, and if the opinion is that it must be authorised, 

any conditions that must be made in respect of that authorisation; 

and 

Y 
Chapter 10  

(Section 10.4) 

(k) A non-technical summary of the information. Y Executive Summary 

3.53.53.53.5 MANAGEMENT OF CHANGEMANAGEMENT OF CHANGEMANAGEMENT OF CHANGEMANAGEMENT OF CHANGE    

As with most large, complex projects, refinement of the Project design is an ongoing and sometimes lengthy 

process.  This EIA considers the current “worst case scenario” when assessing impacts and developing mitigation 

measures.  However, should the Project design change after submission of the EIA Report, a Management of 

Change (MOC) Procedure will be implemented.  The MOC Procedure applies to any changes to the project 

description (i.e. approved activities), impact assessment and / or mitigation and monitoring measures described 

in the EIA Report and ESMP.   

The level of change will determine the action to be taken to ensure the changes do not affect the Project’s ability 

to meet environmental and social performance requirements outlined in the EIA Report and ESMP, ECC and 

other relevant Namibian legislation (see Table 3-4).  All future design changes will undergo an “internal 

Screening” exercise in order to determine whether the change triggers a ‘Level 1’ or a ‘Level 2’ change.  
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TABLE 3-4:  MANAGEMENT OF CHANGE PROCEDURE 

Level of Change Description of Level of Change and Action 

Level 1:                          

Minor Change 

Where the change is largely deemed to be immaterial to the EIA findings, the listed activities 

that were applied for are still relevant and it does not affect the Project’s ability to meet 

environmental and social performance requirements outlined in the EIA Report and ESMP.   

Assuming the project is approved by MEFT, the ECC will need to be renewed every three 

years.  As part of the ECC renewal application, the relevance of the ESMP should be 

reviewed and amendments proposed where necessary. 

These changes and their evaluation should be communicated to MME and MEFT for 

information purposes and the ESMP revised where necessary. 

Level 2:                          

Significant Change 

Where a future change or upgrade would lead to a significant departure from the base-case 

or a key aspect of it such that the existing EIA Report or ESMP does not adequately address 

potential impacts or require additional mitigation.  This would imply that a new listed 

activity(s) is triggered or an approved activity would change.  

Update this EIA Report and ESMP through an amendment application in terms of the 

Environmental Management Act, 2007 and Regulations 19 and 21 of the EIA Regulations 

2012, and submit to MEFT for review and decision. 
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4 PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS 

This chapter presents the principles of public consultation and the process undertaken during the Scoping and 

Impact Assessment Phases. 

4.14.14.14.1 PRINCIPLESPRINCIPLESPRINCIPLESPRINCIPLES    

Key principles of effective engagement include (IFC, 2007): 

• Providing meaningful information in a format and language that is readily understandable and tailored to 

the needs of the target stakeholder group(s); 

• Providing information in advance of consultation activities and decision-making; 

• Disseminating information in ways and locations that make it easy for stakeholders to access it; 

• Respect for local traditions, languages, timeframes, and decision-making processes; 

• Two-way dialogue that gives both sides the opportunity to exchange views and information, to listen, and 

to have their issues heard and addressed; 

• Inclusiveness in representation of views, including women, vulnerable and/or minority groups; 

• Processes free of intimidation or coercion; 

• Clear mechanisms for responding to people’s concerns, suggestions, and grievances; and 

• Incorporating feedback into project or programme design and reporting back to stakeholders. 

4.24.24.24.2 SCOPING PHASE SCOPING PHASE SCOPING PHASE SCOPING PHASE     

The public participation steps undertaken during the Scoping Phase are summarised below. 

4.2.1 Stakeholder Identification 

A preliminary I&AP database was compiled based on: 

• TEPNA’s existing database compiled for Block 2912 and 2913B during the 2019 well drilling ESIA;  

• SLR’s existing databases from other offshore oil and gas EIAs undertaken in southern Namibia; and 

• Input from the Fisheries Specialist (CapMarine) to ensure the fisheries sector is comprehensive and up to 

date. 

This database focused on Namibian authorities, Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs), Community-based 

Organisations, fishing industry associations / companies, adjacent licence holders and other relevant business 

entities.  As the licence blocks border with South Africa, the database also includes key maritime authorities from 

South Africa (e.g. SAMSA and SAN Hydrographic office) and South African fishing associations / companies 

operating in adjacent South African waters.   

At the end of the Scoping Phase there were 228 stakeholders registered on the project database which may be 

directly / indirectly affected or interested by the project (see Appendix 5).  These stakeholders were divided into 

the following categories: 

• Authorities: 

o Namibian Government (national, regional and local). 

o Maritime Authorities (Namibia and South Africa). 

• Business: 

o Fishing associations and companies (Namibia). 
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o Fishing associations and companies (South Africa). 

o Offshore Oil and Gas Operators. 

o Other Businesses. 

• Civil Society: 

o Environmental Organisations and NGOs. 

o General Public. 

4.2.2 Consultation and Disclosure Methods 

4.2.2.1 Project Initiation and Screening 

An Application for ECC was compiled and uploaded onto MEFT’s online portal.  On 30 April 2020 MEFT 

acknowledged that the application had been registered with application number APP-001376.  The Application 

for Environmental Clearance was emailed to the Petroleum Commissioner (MME) on 30 April 2020 and a 

hardcopy will couriered to them with a copy of the FSR. 

Due to the restrictions associated with the COVID-19 pandemic, no pre-application meetings could be held with 

MME and MEFT.  Telephonic discussions were, however, held with MEFT (Saima Angula) and MME (Maggy Shino) 

on 6 and 30 April 2020, respectively.  The purpose of these discussions was to provide notification of the 

proposed project and commencement of the EIA process. 

4.2.2.2 Advertising 

Two sets of advertisements announcing the proposed project, the availability of the DSR and the I&AP 

registration / comment period were placed in the Republikein, the Sun and the Allgemeine Zeitung (in English 

and Afrikaans) on 8 and 15 May 2020.  Copies of the newspaper adverts are provided in the FSR. 

4.2.2.3 Site notices 

Two site notices (one in English and one in Afrikaans) were erected outside the port entrance in Walvis Bay and 

Lüderitz.  Copies and proof of the site notices are provided in the FSR. 

4.2.2.4 Availability of the DSR 

The DSR was released for a 30-day review and comment period from 8 May to 8 June 2020.  The objective of the 

DSR review and comment period was to ensure that I&APs were notified about the proposed project, given a 

reasonable opportunity to register on the project database and given an opportunity to provide initial comments.  

Copies of the DSR were made available on the SLR website for download and in Walvis Bay (local municipal office) 

and Lüderitz (information centre).   

4.2.2.5 Notification letters 

All I&APs registered on the project database were notified of the application, EIA process and DSR comment and 

review period by means of a notification letter.  To facilitate the commenting process, a copy of the Executive 

Summary (in English) was attached to the letter.  Copies and proof of the notification letters are provided the 

FSR. 
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4.2.2.6 Stakeholder meetings 

Due to the COVID-19 restrictions, no public meetings were scheduled during the DSR review and comment 

period.  Stakeholders were, however, offered an opportunity to attend virtual meetings (via Skype / TEAMS / 

WhatsApp / telecom) or small focus group meetings.   

The following focus group meetings were held during the DSR review and comment period: 

• 15 May 2020: MFMR, Swakopmund (seven attendees, excluding SLR). 

• 26 May 2020: MFMR, Lüderitz (three attendees, excluding SLR).  

• 27 May 2020: Lüderitz Town Council, Lüderitz (seven attendees, excluding SLR). 

• 28 May 2020: Jason Burgess (Tuna 3 JV Southern Wolf Holding), Lüderitz.  

The purpose of these meetings was to provide an overview of the project proposal and EIA process, and provided 

stakeholders the opportunity to raise any issues or concerns.  Minutes of these meetings (including presentation 

and attendance register) are presented in the FSR.  All issues raised were collated, and responded to, in a 

Comments and Responses Report, which was appended to the FSR.   

In addition to the above, three telephonic discussions were held with the following stakeholders to inform them 

of the proposed project and to offer an opportunity to attend virtual or focus group meetings (note: no meetings 

were requested): 

• 1 June 2020: Possessions Fishing, Matthew Hambuda (previous Chairman of the Large Pelagic and Hake 

Longlining Association). 

• 1 June 2020: Antonio Kakoro (Chairman of the Large Pelagic and Hake Longlining Association). 

• 3 June 2020: Namport, Stefanus Gariseb (Environmental Manager for both Walvis Bay and Lüderitz ports). 

4.2.2.7 Request for updated fisheries data 

In order to assess the potential impact on fishing sectors operating in the proposed area of operation, recent 

spatial and temporal data of fishing effort and catch of the various sectors was required.  To this end and based 

on the meeting held with MFMR on 15 May 2020, a written request (dated 21 May 2020) was submitted to the 

Permanent Secretary / Executive Director of MFMR requesting updated fisheries data (2005 - 2018) for the 

various commercial fishing sectors.  Some updated fisheries data, received from MFMR in September 2020, has 

been used to inform the baseline description and assessment of the various commercial fishing sectors.   

4.2.3 Written Comments received during the DSR Review and Comment Period 

All written submissions received during the DSR review and comment period (five in total received via email) are 

listed in Table 4-1.  All these submissions were also collated, and responded to, in the Comments and Responses 

Report, which was appended to the FSR.  All submissions received were non substantive and related to database 

management (contact details) and acknowledgement of receipt.  
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TABLE 4-1:  LIST OF I&APS THAT SUBMITTED WRITTEN CORRESPONDENCE DURING THE DSR REVIEW AND 

COMMENT PERIOD 

State Departments and Organs of State 

1 Ministry of Works and Transport: Civil Aviation (Executive Director) 

2 Municipality of Walvis Bay, David Uushona (Manager: Solid Waste and Environmental Management) 

General I&APs 

3 Benguela Current Commission 

4 Possessions Fishing, Matthew Hambuda (previous Chairman of the Large Pelagic and Hake Longlining 

Association) 

5 Galp Energia S.A. / Windhoek PEL28 B.V., António Fonseca (HSE Manager) 

4.34.34.34.3 IMPACT ASSESSMENT PHASE IMPACT ASSESSMENT PHASE IMPACT ASSESSMENT PHASE IMPACT ASSESSMENT PHASE     

The public participation steps undertaken during the Impact Assessment Phase are summarised below. 

4.3.1 Consultation and Disclosure Methods 

4.3.1.1 Availability of the Draft EIA Report and ESMP 

The Draft EIA Report and ESMP has been released for a 30-day review and comment period from 3 November to 

2 December 2020.  The objective of this review and comment period is to ensure that I&APs are notified about 

the proposed project, given a reasonable opportunity to provide comments on impact assessment, proposed 

mitigation and ESMP.  Copies of the Draft EIA Report and ESMP were made available on the SLR website for 

download and the public libraries in Walvis Bay and Lüderitz. 

4.3.1.2 Notification letters 

All 228 I&APs registered on the project database (see Appendix 5) were notified of the Draft EIA Report and 

ESMP comment and review period by means of a notification letter.  To facilitate the commenting process, a 

copy of the Executive Summary (in English) was attached to the letter.  Copies and proof of the notification letters 

is provided the Final EIA Report and ESMP. 

4.3.1.3 Stakeholder meetings 

Due to the COVID-19 restrictions, no public meetings are scheduled during the Draft EIA Report and ESMP review 

and comment period.  Stakeholders have, however, been offered an opportunity to attend virtual meetings (via 

Skype / TEAMS / WhatsApp / telecom) or small focus group meetings.   

The purpose of these meetings will be to provide an overview of the project proposal and findings of the impact 

assessment process, as well as provide stakeholders a further opportunity to comment.  Minutes of any such 

meetings will be presented in the Final EIA Report and ESMP. 
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4.3.1.4 Stakeholder notification of MEFT's decision 

MEFT: DEA’s decision will be uploaded onto the SLR website for information purposes.  All I&APs registered on 

the project database will be notified via email. 

4.3.2 Stakeholder database consolidation 

The I&AP database will be updated during the EIA process.  Additional I&APs will continue to be added to the 

Project database based on responses to notification letters, attendance at meetings, comments received on 

public documents, etc. 
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