
Belton Park Trading 127 (Pty) Ltd  SLR Project No: 720.09017.00005 

Environmental Impact Report: Prospecting Right Application for Offshore Sea Concessions 13C, 15C, 16C, 17C & 18C   August 2021 

 

 

   

APPENDIX 5:  UNDERTAKING BY THE APPLICANT 

 

  



Belton Park Trading 127 (Pty) Ltd SLR Project No: 720.09017.00005
EIA for a Prospecting Right Application for Offshore Sea Concessions 13C, 15C, 16C, 17C and 18 C West Coast August 2021

SLR Consulting (South Africa) (Pty) Ltd i

UNDERTAKING BY THE EAP

I, the undersigned, responsible for compiling this Environmental Impact Report, undertake that:
 The information provided herein is correct;
 The comments and inputs from stakeholders and I&APs will be recorded and included in the

final Environmental Impact Report; and
 Any information and responses provided to stakeholders and I&APs by the consultant will be

correct.

Signed on the 27th day of August 2021 .

For and on behalf of SLR Consulting (South Africa) (Pty) Ltd

______________________________
Nicholas Arnott
Associate Environmental Consultant
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1. BACKGROUND 
 

In terms of Section 24P of NEMA and associated regulations pertaining to Financial Provision (GN No. R1147), 

an applicant for a Prospecting Right must determine and make Financial Provision for rehabilitation, 

management and closure of environmental impacts. 

 

Regulation 9(1) of the regulations pertaining to Financial Provision (GN No. R1147) requires that the quantum 

for Financial Provision be independently determined by a specialist or specialists.   

 

 

2. PROPOSED ACTIVITIES 

 

BPT127 proposes to undertake exploration operations in various target areas within the Sea Concessions 

13C, 15C, 16C, 17C and 18C. The concession areas are offshore areas situated approximately 3 km (13C) to 

18.5 km (18C) seaward off the West Coast of South Africa with distance from nearest town as follows: 

• Sea Concessions 13C is located approximately 5 km west of Strandfontein; 

• Sea Concessions 15C is located approximately 13 km west-north-west of Lamberts Bay; 

• Sea Concessions 16C is located approximately 12.5 km west of Lamberts Bay; 

• Sea Concessions 17C is located approximately 20 km west of Elands Bay; 

• Sea Concessions 18C is located approximately 22 km west-south-west of Elands Bay. 

 

The survey operations will have no impact on the seabed and marine environment. 

 

The sampling operations, in view of the prospecting phase, are estimated to have a very limited impact, with 

a total footprint of approximately 0.24 ha within each of the Sea Concessions. Bulk sampling will only be 

undertaken where point sampling has delineated possible economically viable mineral resources (which is by 

no means a given factor) and will have a footprint of less than 2 ha. In addition, other potential resource areas 

may be identified based on the results of the survey operations. At present, the estimate duration of the 

prospecting operations will span between 3 and 5 years. 

 

 

3. CLOSURE DESIGN PRINCIPLES 

 

The Financial Provisioning Regulations, 2015 (GNR 1147 of 20 November 2015) require the compilation of a 

mine closure plan. Such a plan should include (amongst others): 

• Closure objectives; 

• Proposed mechanisms for monitoring compliance with and performance assessment against the closure 

plan and reporting thereon; 

• Proposed measures to rehabilitate the environment affected by the activity and associated closure to its 

natural or predetermined state; and 

• information on any proposed avoidance, management and mitigation measures that will be taken to 

address the environmental impacts resulting from the undertaking of the closure activity. 

 

3.1 Closure Objectives 

 

The closure objective for prospecting in Sea Concessions 13C, 15C, 16C, 17C and 18C is to allow disturbed 

areas to return naturally to its original pre-prospecting state.  However, in view of the kind of application (i.e. 

Prospecting Rights) and limited scope of invasive activities impacting on the environment (i.e. selected drill 

samples and limited bulk trenching described above), the impact and monitoring activities will consequently 

have a reduced extent. 
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3.2 Closure Monitoring Compliance 

 

While survey operations are carried out and topographical data gathered and elaborated, a monitoring plan 

will be developed to determine the efficacy of natural rehabilitation in relation to the in situ conditions. The 

principal objective of the monitoring would be to demonstrate the natural recovery process by means of pre- 

and post-sampled/trenched seabed (Multibeam Echo Sounder) and benthic faunal community surveys.  

 

3.3 Closure Rehabilitation Measures 

 

Formal backfilling of the removed seabed sediments is not practical, possible or considered necessary for the 

following reasons: 

• The majority of the sampled material that is pumped to the vessel would be returned directly to the sea 

after the primary screening process. Typically, the coarser material sinks directly to the sea floor in and 

around previously sampled areas and the fine discarded material forms turbid plumes that are carried 

away from the mining vessel by ambient currents. It is noted that the deposition of the tailings partially 

infills the sampled areas leaving localized depressions where sediment is deposited unevenly.  

• From previous mining activities in the northern C-concession areas, it has been recorded that the 

depressions from mined areas have become filled with natural sediment over time. Natural deposition 

and currents, together with the transportation of sediment which is discharged by the rivers, result in the 

observed infill.  Thus, the excavated sample footprints would be naturally infilled by seabed sediments 

which are remobilised and redistributed by wave base actions and ocean currents  

 

4. POTENTIAL RISKS / RESIDUAL IMPACTS 

 

The key risks and possible residual impacts associated with the proposed prospecting activities that may 

require rehabilitation and remediation include the following: 

• Accidental fuel spills (diesel or heavy fuel oil) into the sea during offshore bunkering; 

• Accidental spillage of fuel on-board the survey or support vessel; 

• Loss of equipment overboard; 

• Impact on fishing gear (e.g. long-line, trawl gear or trap) due to damage or loss as a result of 

entanglement with the seabed crawler; and 

• Loss of benthic biodiversity due to the removal of sediments from the seafloor. 

 

 

5. REVIEW OF QUANTUM FOR FINANCIAL PROVISION 

 

In view of the “pointer” characteristic of the drill sampling and limited footprint, no financial provision is made 

for rehabilitation and/or monitoring. 

Should bulk sampling be deemed necessary, the applicant has proposed a quantum of approx. USD [---] (ZAR 

[---] converted at an exchange rate of USD/ZAR [---]) for the Financial Provision associated with the proposed 

sampling activities. An additional amount of approx. USD [---] (ZAR [---] converted at an exchange rate of 

USD/ZAR [---]) per year will also be apportioned to contingencies.  

 

Based on the proposed activities and the anticipated environmental risks / residual impacts, it is estimated that 

an amount of USD [---] for the monitoring of the rehabilitation (i.e. deployment of a survey vessel to undertake 

benthic operations for a maximum period of 1 day, exclusive of mob/demob) per year would be sufficient for 

the Financial Provision.  

 

Over and above the Financial Provision, the contracted survey and sampling vessels would have their own 

professional and indemnity insurance in place. This insurance would cover costs relating to, inter alia, 
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personnel injury, loss of vessel and equipment, collisions and pollution. Specifically (with reference to the 

indicative costs provided for the items listed in Table 1 below) all costs related to the removal of wreckages, 

equipment etc. and spillages are covered by the vessels’ dedicated insurance.    

 

 

6. CONCLUSION 

 

Based on the potential risks / residual impacts and our assumptions, we are of the opinion that the Financial 

Provision as indicated in the Section 5 would be sufficient for the undertaking the required rehabilitation 

monitoring, if bulk sampling (i.e. trenching) will be required. Any other costs associated with the anticipated 

environmental risks / residual impacts as a result of the proposed exploration operations would be included in 

the charter rate (e.g. waste management) or covered by the vessels existing insurance cover (e.g. spillages, 

wreck removal etc.).  

 

  

 

 

Bill Ludick 

20 August 2020 
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Table 1: Review of quantum for Financial Provision. 
 

Activity Review assumptions / comments Estimate 

Mobilisation   

Mobilisation of personnel, vessel 

and equipment 

• It is assumed that only one vessel (sampling/ supply vessel) would be required to deal with any one of the scenarios listed in Section 3 

above. 

• The cost for mobilisation is estimated as a minimum to be equal to the daily rate for vessel hire, which may be up to [---] per day 

depending on the vessel. 

 

   

Removal of miscellaneous 

objects from the sea 

  

Retrieving of lost equipment / 

items through the use of 

divers/appointment of specialised 

contractor, etc.  

• Only objects that pose a risk to other users of the sea and where the location of the object is known may be retrieved. 

• Objects that pose no risk would not be retrieved. 

• It is estimated that the retrieval process would take up to 3 days to complete at a daily rate of USD [---] for vessel hire (subject to 

availability and type of lost equipment to be recovered. In some instances, the same survey vessel DP Star can be deployed to recover 

lost items at no additional hire) 

Please note that the wreck removal insurance cover of the vessels DP Star, The Explorer and Ya Toivo will cover several cases of lost 

equipment which implies that there would be no cost incurred (or to recover its related expenditures) to remove equipment etc. 

 

• Salvage could include the hiring of divers (shallow water) or salvage equipment (deep water).  This is estimated to range from 

USD 5 000 per day for decompressions divers to USD 10 000 per day for specialist salvage personnel and equipment (e.g. ROV). 

• It is assumed that the retrieval process could take up to 3 days to complete.   

 

   

Clean-up of oil spillages   

Oil recovery equipment and 

absorbent material hire / purchase.  

• A diesel spill, which evaporates relatively quickly, would be agitated or mixed using a vessel’s propeller to aid dispersal and 

evaporation.   

• It is estimated that a small spill could take in the order of 5 days to remediate. 

 

   

Waste Management   

Handling, storage and final 

disposal at licensed landfill site 

onshore.  

• Waste disposal and handling is included in the cost of chartering the mining vessel. Should the vessel be required to retrieve waste 

from the survey or support vessel at a daily rate of USD [---]  per day. Two days (maximum) has been included to retrieve waste. 

 

   

Liabilities to other users   

Compensation, damage claims 

etc. to marine, mining, fishing 

industry, marine transport route. 

• Fishing gear that could be affected could include long-lines, trawl gear or traps.  
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Activity Review assumptions / comments Estimate 

Monitoring and Maintenance   

Project Management • This is assumed to be related to onshore support and reporting which is undertaken by the company’s in-house personnel at no additional 

cost. A contingency for external consultant to audit the project management for a period of up to 15 days at USD 1 000 per day may be 

included. 

 

Travel, sundries, appointment of 

contractors, monitoring, etc.  

• It is assumed that monitoring of benthic can be done simultaneously with benthic survey and then evaluated remotely at no additional 

cost. 

 

   

Sub-total  Sub-total  

Contingencies (10% of the total 

cost) 

• Contingencies (10% of the total cost)  

   

Sub-total Sub-total  

VAT @ 15% • VAT @ 15%  

   

GRAND TOTAL GRAND TOTAL  

 
 
 


