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Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment 

Authorisations  

Environment House  

473 Steve Biko Road  

Arcadia 

 

ATTENTION: CHIEF DIRECTOR: INTEGRATED ENVIRONMENTAL  

 

Dear Sir 

 

REGULATION 11: COMBINATION OF HOOGLAND WIND FARM APPLICATIONS   
 

 INTRODUCTION 

Red Cap Energy (Pty) Ltd, hereafter referred to as “Red Cap”, is proposing to develop four (4) wind farms and their associated 
grid connections, 30 km south of the town Loxton and 65 km north of the town Beaufort West, within the Western Cape 
Province.  

Hoogland 1 Wind Farm and Hoogland 2 Wind Farm are located to the north closer to Loxton and form the Northern Cluster of 
wind farms which will share a grid connection, named the Hoogland Northern Grid Connection. Hoogland 3 Wind Farm and 
Hoogland 4 Wind Farm are located closer to Beaufort West and comprise the Southern Cluster which will similarly share a 
separate grid connection, named the Hoogland Southern Grid Connection. The two grid connections are each in the form of 
132 kV overhead power lines and will connect the Hoogland Wind Farms to the Nuweveld Collector Substation on Red Cap’s 
adjacent Nuweveld Wind Farms Project. Power will then be fed into the Eskom Droërivier Substation located near Beaufort 
West via the proposed Nuweveld Gridline. Figure 1 illustrates the location of the proposed projects as well as the location of 
the study area in relation to the Beaufort West Renewable Energy Zone and Loxton. 
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Figure 1: Locality Map of the Hoogland Projects 

 CONTEXT 

As is presented in Figure 1 above, the Northern Cluster Wind Farms are situated outside of the Beaufort West Renewable 

Energy Zone (REDZ) (GN R 786 of 2020)1 while the Southern Cluster Wind Farms are situated within the Beaufort West REDZ. 
Although the layout and sites are not yet final due to the iterative nature of the process, the current proposals indicate that 
the Northern Cluster require a Scoping and EIA process while the Southern Cluster, which is situated in the REDZ, will require 
a Basic Assessment (BA).  These processes will be in terms of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations, 2014 

(GN R. 982 of 2014)2 and the Southern Cluster specifically in terms of the REDZ (GN R 142 of 2021) as gazetted in terms of 
National Environmental Management Act (NEMA), 1998 (No. 107 of 1998) (NEMA).  

The Hoogland Grid Connections comprise two 132kV powerlines (Northern Grid and Southern Grid), connecting the Northern 
and Southern Cluster Wind Farms to the Nuweveld Collector Substation. The Northern Grid is not within the thresholds of the 

 

1 Notice of Identification in Terms of Section 24(5)(a) and (b) ff The National Environmental Management Act, 1998, of the Procedure to be Followed in Applying 
for Environmental Authorisation for Large Scale Wind and Solar Photovoltaic Energy Development Activities Identified in Terms of Section 24(2)(a) of the 
National Environmental Management Act, 1998, when occurring in Geographical Areas of Strategic Importance 
2 National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998) Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2014 
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REDZ (GN R 145 of 2021)3 and thus will require a traditional Basic Assessment (BA) in terms of the GN R. 982. The greater part 
of the Southern Grid is within the REDZ and as such will qualify for a BA process as outlined in GN R 145. 

 PROPOSED PROCESS 

3.1 COMBINATION OF APPLICATIONS 

With reference to the pre-application meeting held with the Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment (DFFE) on 
the 29th of July 2021, combining of applications as provided for in Regulation 11 of GN R. 982 (2014) was discussed and it was 
confirmed that Red Cap should submit a formal request for the DFFE to consider. Red Cap therefore requests, according to 
Regulation 11 of GN R. 982, that DFFE grant permission for the submission of a single EIA application for the Northern Cluster 
Wind Farms (Hoogland 1 Wind Farm and Hoogland 2 Wind Farm) and a separate single BA application (due to these being in 
the REDZ) for the Southern Cluster Wind Farms (Hoogland 3 Wind Farm and Hoogland 4 Wind Farm). The intention is to 
undertake multiple activities of the same type at different locations within the area of jurisdiction of the DFFE. While each 
application will be dealt with as a consolidated assessment process, the potential environmental impacts of each activity will 
be considered in terms of the location where the activity is to be undertaken.   

It is proposed that for each combined application (Northern Cluster and Southern Cluster respectively) general sections such 

as the introduction, legislation, approach and methodology, need and desirability4 chapters etc. would be combined as they 
apply equally to both wind farm projects within each respective cluster. However, the sections which would require individual 
project specifics such as parts of the project description, and the specialist assessment sections, and impact assessments would 
be separated into clear distinct project subsections.  This will ensure that the project specific information and findings are 
clearly separated allowing the I&AP’s, authorities, and the Department to easily assess each project on its own but also allowing 
for a far more informed overview of the cumulative impacts given all the information on both projects will be in the same 
document.   

3.2 COMBINATION OF SPECIALIST REPORTS 

Red Cap also intend for specialists to combine their respective studies for the four wind farms in a similar way to the 
applications.  Thus, the proposal is that the specialists will combine their studies into two (2) reports grouped per wind farm 
cluster i.e. one report each for the Northern Cluster and one for the Southern Cluster.  As per the applications, the general 
information relevant to both wind farms covered in one report will be combined but the project specific information will be 
clearly separated into project specific sections. In addition they intend for the specialists to combine their respective studies 
for the two (2) grid applications (Northern Grid and Southern Grid) into one (1) report as the two grid lines are continuous 
(they meet at a middle point) and thus again it makes sense to combine the general information and separate the project 
specific but also to have a better overview of the cumulative impacts.  

The combined specialist reports for the wind farm applications and the combined specialist reports for the grid applications 
will be undertaken in terms of the requirements identified in the report generated by the National Web Based Environmental 

Screening Tool (GN R 960 of 2019)5 and the specialist protocols (GN R 320 of 2020 and GN R 1150 of 2020)6. The specialist 
reports or compliance statements, as required, will have common general sections such as the introduction, legislation, 
approach and methodology etc. but will have clear distinct project subsections such as site-specific findings and impact 
assessments dedicated to each project. 

 MOTIVATION 

The combination of Wind Farm applications is proposed to reduce the number of repetitive reports and associated content, to 
decrease overall review time for both the authorities as well as stakeholders, thus also reducing the potential for stakeholder 
fatigue. Furthermore, combining applications per cluster allows a continuous area with shared infrastructure to be considered 
holistically and to better present the assessment of cumulative impacts of the projects. 

 

3Identification of Procedures to be Followed When Applying for or Deciding on an Environmental Authorisation Application for the Development of Electricity 
Transmission and Distribution Infrastructure when occurring in Renewable Energy Development Zone 
4 Environmental Impact Assessment Guideline for Renewable Energy Projects as set out in GN R 989 of 2015 
5 Notice of the Requirement to submit a Report Generated by the National Web Based Environmental Screening Tool in terms of section 24(5)(H) of the 
National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No 107 Of 1998) and Regulation 16(1)(b)(v) of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2014, 
as amended 
6 Procedures for the Assessment and Minimum Criteria for Reporting on Identified Environmental Themes in terms of Sections 24(5)(a) and (h) and 44 of the 
National Environmental Management Act, 1998, when applying for Environmental Authorisation 
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Similarly, the combination of specialist reports for wind farms and grid connection applications will allow for a holistic impact 
assessment as well as reduce review time across multiple reports. 

 SUMMARY 

In summary, Red Cap requests permission for the following in terms of Regulation 11 of GN R. 982 of 2014: 

• Combine Hoogland 1 Wind Farm and Hoogland 2 Wind Farm (Northern Cluster Wind Farms) into one application for 
Environmental Authorisation (Scoping and EIA); and 

• Combine Hoogland 3 Wind Farm and Hoogland 4 Wind Farm (Southern Cluster Wind Farms) into one application for 
Environmental Authorisation (BA). 

With regards to the combining of specialist reports as outlined above, Red Cap also requests the DFFE to indicate if they have 
any issues or comments on this proposed approach. We trust that you find the above in order.  

Yours faithfully 

 

 

  

Liandra Scott-Shaw   
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Liandra Scott-Shaw

From: Liandra Scott-Shaw
Sent: Friday, 03 September 2021 10:29
To: EIA Applications
Cc: Reuben Maroga; kirsten@red-cap.co.za
Subject: Ref num. 2021-06-0038 Red Cap Hoogland Regulation 11 Letter
Attachments: Red Cap Hoogland Reg 11 Letter DCF.docx; Red cap Hoogland Proof of upload Reg

11 Letter.PNG

Dear EIA Applications

Please find the Regulation 11 Letter for Hoogland Windfarms attached for your consideration:

This is with reference to the pre-application meeting (2021-06-0038) held between Red Cap (Pty) Ltd, SLR (South Africa)
(Pty) Ltd and the Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment (DFFE) on the 29th of July 2021, where
discussions were held regarding combining the Hoogland Wind Farms in to two (2) application processes.

Kind regards

Liandra

Liandra Scott-Shaw
Senior Environmental Consultant

+27 11 467 0945
lscottshaw@slrconsulting.com

SLR Consulting
SLR Consulting (Durban office)
68 on Main
Old Main Road
Kloof
Durban, 3640
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Liandra Scott-Shaw

Subject: FW: 2021-06-0038 - Pre app meeting for the Hoogland WEF
Location: Microsoft Teams Meeting

Start: Thu 2021/07/29 10:00
End: Thu 2021/07/29 12:00
Show Time As: Tentative

Recurrence: (none)

Meeting Status: Not yet responded

Organizer: Muhammad Essop

-----Original Appointment-----
From: Muhammad Essop <MEssop@environment.gov.za>
Sent: Monday, 05 July 2021 16:10
To: Muhammad Essop; Coenrad Agenbach; Thabile Sangweni; Lance Blaine; Liandra Scott-Shaw
Subject: 2021-06-0038 - Pre app meeting for the Hoogland WEF
When: Thursday, 29 July 2021 10:00-12:00 (UTC+02:00) Harare, Pretoria.
Where: Microsoft Teams Meeting

Dear Colleagues.

Please see attached pre-app meeting invitation.

Joining the meeting
When you are ready to join, just click on the link below and you will be able to join the meeting. If you lose connection, just re-enter
the meeting by re-clicking on the link. When joining the meeting please mute your microphone and only unmute when you want to
make an input. There is also a function to raise your hand. The Chair will be able to see that you want to make an input and will
acknowledge you. In this way there will only be one speaker at a time, also please put off your video camera as this will slow down
the session and use unnecessary data.
________________________________________________________________________________

Microsoft Teams meeting
Join on your computer or mobile app
Click here to join the meeting

Join with a video conferencing device
94863853@t.plcm.vc
Video Conference ID: 121 887 159 6
Alternate VTC dialing instructions

Or call in (audio only)
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+27 21 834 1980,,372330087#   South Africa, Cape Town
Phone Conference ID: 372 330 087#
Find a local number | Reset PIN

Learn More | Meeting options

________________________________________________________________________________

'Please consider the environment before you print this email' The processing of personal information by the
Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment is done lawfully and not excessive to the purpose of processing
in compliance with the POPI Act, any codes of conduct issued by the Information Regulator in terms of the POPI Act and
/ or relevant legislation providing appropriate security safeguards for the processing of personal information of others.

Disclaimer

This message and any attachments transmitted with it are intended solely for the addressee(s) and may be legally
privileged and/or confidential. If you have received this message in error please destroy it and notify the sender. Any
unauthorized usage, disclosure, alteration or dissemination is prohibited. The Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment
no responsibility for any loss whether it be direct, indirect or consequential, arising from information made available and
actions resulting there from. The views and opinions expressed in this e-mail message may not necessarily be those of
Management.The processing of personal information by the Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment is done
lawfully and not excessive to the purpose of processing in compliance with the POPI Act, any codes of conduct issued by the
Information Regulator in terms of the POPI Act and / or relevant legislation providing appropriate security safeguards for the
processing of personal information of others.
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Liandra Scott-Shaw

From: Liandra Scott-Shaw
Sent: Friday, 03 September 2021 10:29
To: EIA Applications
Cc: Reuben Maroga; kirsten@red-cap.co.za
Subject: Ref num. 2021-06-0038 Red Cap Hoogland Regulation 11 Letter
Attachments: Red Cap Hoogland Reg 11 Letter DCF.docx; Red cap Hoogland Proof of upload Reg

11 Letter.PNG

Dear EIA Applications

Please find the Regulation 11 Letter for Hoogland Windfarms attached for your consideration:

This is with reference to the pre-application meeting (2021-06-0038) held between Red Cap (Pty) Ltd, SLR (South Africa)
(Pty) Ltd and the Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment (DFFE) on the 29th of July 2021, where
discussions were held regarding combining the Hoogland Wind Farms in to two (2) application processes.

Kind regards

Liandra

Liandra Scott-Shaw
Senior Environmental Consultant

+27 11 467 0945
lscottshaw@slrconsulting.com

SLR Consulting
SLR Consulting (Durban office)
68 on Main
Old Main Road
Kloof
Durban, 3640
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Liandra Scott-Shaw

From: Muhammad Essop <MEssop@environment.gov.za>
Sent: Friday, 03 September 2021 09:59
To: Liandra Scott-Shaw
Cc: Coenrad Agenbach; Thabile Sangweni; kirsten@red-cap.co.za; Reuben Maroga
Subject: RE: Red Cap Hoogland Regulation 11 Letter

Dear Liandra.

Your email is noted. Please send this email to EIAApplications so that it can be allocated and assigned accordingly.

Regards

Muhammad Essop
Assistant Director – Priority Infrastructure Projects
Integrated Environmental Authorisations
Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment
Private Bag X447
    Pretoria
    0001
(012) 399 9406
 MEssop@environment.gov.za

From: Liandra Scott-Shaw <lscottshaw@slrconsulting.com>
Sent: Friday, September 3, 2021 09:53
To: Muhammad Essop <MEssop@environment.gov.za>
Cc: Coenrad Agenbach <Cagenbach@environment.gov.za>; Thabile Sangweni <TSangweni@environment.gov.za>;
kirsten@red-cap.co.za; Reuben Maroga <rmaroga@slrconsulting.com>
Subject: Red Cap Hoogland Regulation 11 Letter

Dear Muhammad

Please find the Regulation 11 Letter attached for your consideration:

This is with reference to the pre-application meeting held with the Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the
Environment (DFFE) on
the 29th of July 2021, where discussions were held regarding combining the Hoogland Wind Farms in to two (2)
application processes.

Red Cap therefore requests, according to Regulation 11 of GN R. 982, that DFFE grant permission for the submission of a
single EIA application for the Northern Cluster Wind Farms and a separate single BA application for the Southern Cluster
Wind Farms.

Kind regards

Liandra
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Liandra Scott-Shaw
Senior Environmental Consultant

+27 11 467 0945
lscottshaw@slrconsulting.com

SLR Consulting
SLR Consulting (Durban office)
68 on Main
Old Main Road
Kloof
Durban, 3640

Confidentiality Notice and Limitation

This communication, and any attachment(s) contains information which is confidential and may also be legally privileged. It is intended for the exclusive use of the
recipient(s) to whom it is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution or action taken or not taken in reliance on it is prohibited
and may be unlawful. If you have received this communication in error, please advise SLR by e-mail and then delete the e-mail from your system. As e-mails and any
information sent with them may be intercepted, corrupted and/or delayed, SLR does not accept any liability for any errors or omissions in the message or any
attachment howsoever caused after transmission.
Any advice or opinion is provided on the basis that it has been prepared by SLR with reasonable skill, care and diligence, taking account of the manpower, timescales
and resources devoted to it by agreement with its Client. It is subject to the terms and conditions of any appointment to which it relates. Parties with whom SLR is not
in a contractual relationship in relation to the subject of the message should not use or place reliance on any information, advice, recommendations and opinions in
this message and any attachment(s) for any purpose.

© 2017 SLR Consulting Limited. All Rights Reserved.

'Please consider the environment before you print this email' The processing of personal information by the
Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment is done lawfully and not excessive to the purpose of processing
in compliance with the POPI Act, any codes of conduct issued by the Information Regulator in terms of the POPI Act and
/ or relevant legislation providing appropriate security safeguards for the processing of personal information of others.
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Muhammad Essop
Assistant Director
SID
T: 0123999406 | C:
E: MEssop@environment.gov.za
W:
A:

To help protect you r priv acy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.

This message and any attachments transmitted with it are intended solely for the addressee(s) and may be legally
privileged and/or confidential. If you have received this message in error please destroy it and notify the sender. Any
unauthorized usage, disclosure, alteration or dissemination is prohibited. The Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the
Environment
no responsibility for any loss whether it be direct, indirect or consequential, arising from information made available
and
actions resulting there from. The views and opinions expressed in this e-mail message may not necessarily be those of
Management.The processing of personal information by the Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment is
done
lawfully and not excessive to the purpose of processing in compliance with the POPI Act, any codes of conduct issued by
the
Information Regulator in terms of the POPI Act and / or relevant legislation providing appropriate security safeguards
for the
processing of personal information of others.


