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HOOGLAND WIND FARMS AND GRID CONNECTION 

 

RECORD OF FOCUS GROUP MEETING WITH LOCAL AND DISTRICT MUNICIPAL OFFICIALS 

DATE  21 May 2021 

VENUE: Ko-Ka Tsara Bush Camp – Conference Room 

PROJECT: Hoogland Wind Farms and Grid Connection 

SLR COMPANY: SLR Consulting (South Africa) (Pty) Ltd (SLR) 

PROJECT NUMBER: 720.18062.00001 

PURPOSE: The purpose of the meeting was: 

• To provide an introduction to the proposed Hoogland Wind Farms and Grid 

Connection Projects; 

• To provide an overview of the project iterative design process; 

• To provide an overview of the stakeholder engagement process and an 

opportunity to obtain input, comments, concerns, issues, and general feedback 

from Local Government as it relates to: 

- the projects as a whole; 

- the project area / project interfaces; and 

- any information or knowledge that may inform the project.  

ATTENDANCE: Red Cap SLR 

Lance Blaine (LB) – Managing Director 

Nadia Mol (NM) – Development Manager 

Kirsten Jones (KJ) – Project Manager 

Gerald Ehlers (GE) – Development 

Engineer 

Liandra Scott – Shaw (LSS) – Project Manager 

Reuben Maroga (RM) – Project Assistant 

Eloise Constandius (EC) – Focus Group 

Meeting Facilitator 

Grant Benn1 (GB) – GIS Specialist 

Central Karoo District Municipality Ubuntu Local Municipality 

Barbara Koopman (BK) – Manager 

(Strategic Support Services) 

Sam Ngwevu (SN) – Municipal Manager 

Martin Kwedo (MK) – Councillor 

Colin Pieterse (CP) – Councillor 

 

An Attendance Register is included in Appendix 2. 

  

 
1 Grant Benn has been sub-contracted to SLR as the GIS Specialist on the Hoogland Wind Farms and Grid Connection Projects.  
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 INTRODUCTION  

Liandra Scott-Shaw (Environmental Assessment Practitioner) from SLR welcomed the attendees to the meeting and 
requested that the attendees introduce themselves and outlined the meeting protocol which included a request 
for the meeting to be recorded for accurate minute taking purposes. No objections were raised. 

 

 PRESENTATION 

Liandra Scott-Shaw gave a presentation which provided an overview of the proposed Hoogland Wind Farms and 
Grid Connection Projects (including a description of the projects location (particularly in relation to the proximity 
to the various district and local municipalities; the REDZs and Strategic Transmission Corridors)); the adjacent 
Nuweveld Wind Farms in relation to the proposed projects; the wind resource of the project area as shown by Wind 
Atlas; the planned Public Participation process and the work undertaken by Red Cap to date on the projects (i.e., 
appointment of SLR as the EAP on the proposed projects as well as the various Specialists and their undertaking of 
field-based surveys to groundtruth sensitivities present within the project area, and the undertaking of the VERA 
Modelling, etc.). 

Nadia Mol (Development Manager) from Red Cap added that Red Cap’s approach to the projects was to undertake 
a detailed screening process a year prior to the commencement of the formal environmental impact assessment 
process in order to determine and address environmental and technical constraints in advance and thus inform the 
layout of the proposed projects. 

A copy of the presentation is included in Appendix 1.    

 

 ISSUES RAISED 

Questions and issues raised during the meeting have been recorded in Table 1 below. Where a response was 
provided, the response has been included.  

Table 1: Issues raised during the meeting and responses provided 

Name and Surname Issue / Comment Raised Response  

Barbara Koopman Will Red Cap or a Contractor be responsible 
for the construction of the access roads? 

Red Cap (LB) - servitudes will be required for the 
roads prior to their construction, and they will be 
private roads that will be built on privately owned 
land parcels for the wind farm projects. Following 
the completion of the permitting process, and if the 
projects are awarded preferred bidder status, a 
Contractor will be appointed for the construction 
and maintenance of the roads during the 
Construction Phase of the Project. 

How will Red Cap manage the waste as a 
result of the implementation of the 
proposed projects? 

Red Cap (LB) – a Contractor would liaise with the 
various municipalities only once the project is a 
preferred bidder. A Construction Plan would be 
formulated to identify and determine appropriate 
landfill sites at that point in time with adequate 
capacity to handle solid waste from the proposed 
projects. All waste will be dealt with in compliance 
with the legislation in existence at that point in 
time. 
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Name and Surname Issue / Comment Raised Response  

Red Cap (GE) – the execution of the proposed 
projects is not certain, and if all goes well, 
construction on the proposed projects may only 
commence in 2025 / 2026. The projects are 
therefore only likely to be operational by about 
2027. 
 
Red Cap (GE) – we will liaise with municipalities 
around the issue of the landfill site to be used for 
the disposal of solid waste during the Building Plan 
Approval Phase of the projects, most likely in 2026. 
 

How will Red Cap source its labour for the 
proposed projects within the two local 
municipalities? 

Red Cap (LB) – the Developer together with the 
Contractor will engage the municipalities with 
regards to the availability of a skills database, and 
to understand the processes in place for the 
employment of local on projects of this nature.  
 
Red Cap (LB) – labour on the projects will be 
sourced from local communities where possible, 
however it is likely that the labour with a high skill 
set would need to be brought in from elsewhere.  
 

What suggestions can Red Cap provide to 
local government in as far as skills 
development programmes? 

Red Cap (LB / GE) – generally these projects require 
personnel with skills in civils (i.e., construction of 
roads, concrete casting, and metal fixing, etc.). The 
Beaufort West area and its surrounds are seen as an 
energy hub by other Developers given the available 
wind resource in the area and therefore it would be 
of benefit to projects and communities if such a 
skills development programme could be 
implemented.  
 

We were involved in the compilation Karoo 
Readiness Plan which outlines areas of focus 
within the Karoo for economic 
opportunities, skills, and social cohesion. The 
document was finalised in March 2021.  

Red Cap (LB) – it is mandatory for developers to 
fund socio-economic initiatives in the area and they 
are audited against their contribution to socio-
economic initiatives to ensure that this requirement 
is met. Given project financing constraints, there is 
significant debt that needs to be paid upfront and 
the larger portion of the funds for economic 
development and socio-economic development 
initiatives are likely to be spent later in the project 
lifecycle unless government changes the bidding 
requirements. 
 

The Karoo Readiness Plan document could 
be of value to the project team as it provides 
a baseline o the current socio-economic 
status of the Karoo, and initiatives required 
to support socio-economic development in 
the area.  

Red Cap (LB) – it is important that municipalities 
also identify initiatives that add value to 
communities, i.e., in the sectors of health and 
education, etc, and approach Developers for 
support where possible. Non-Governmental 
Organisations (NGOs) are also vehicles for such 
funding and upliftment.  
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Name and Surname Issue / Comment Raised Response  

Lance Blaine Who is responsible for the maintenance of 
the roads within the local municipality in the 
area? 

Central District Municipality (BK) – roads within the 
local municipality are maintained by the Central 
Karoo District Municipality as an agent of the 
Western Cape Provincial Government. The Rural 
Roads Asset Management Systems (RRAMS) 
Programme has been set up to assist municipalities 
with road condition assessments in order to 
support the applications for municipal 
infrastructure grants. The Central Karoo District 
Municipality is gearing up to implement the district 
infrastructure development model where funding 
will be centralised and allocated to programmes 
within the jurisdiction of the municipality. The 
Central Karoo District Municipality wants to guide 
local municipalities with regards to the 
maintenance of road infrastructure, as well as the 
procurement of equipment required for the 
maintenance of the roads. 
 

Red Cap will engage the Central Karoo 
District Municipality regarding the suitability 
of the roads in the area to carry the traffic 
loads associated with the proposed projects, 
and this will only occur during the Building 
Plan stage.  

Central District Municipality (BK) noted the 
comment.   

How does the Central Karoo District 
Municipality interface with the Beaufort 
West Local Municipality, as liaison would be 
required for the proposed projects for town 
planning approvals? 

Central District Municipality (BK) – applications for 
town planning approvals are submitted to the local 
municipality for consideration, however, the district 
municipality provides recommendations on the 
applications received. My office can be contacted 
regarding the status of the town planning 
applications, including for the proposed Nuweveld 
Projects.  
 

What role does DEAD&P play with regards to 
planning inputs, as they have been involved 
in the Nuweveld process? 

Central District Municipality (BK) – until March 
2021, DEAD&P was responsible but since the 
Central Karoo District Municipality has a new 
Regional Town Planner, this has changed. DEAD&P 
still however reviews the recommendations before 
they are submitted to the local municipalities.  
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 WAY FORWARD 

The way forward presented at the Focus Group Meeting with the Local and District Municipal Officials is outlined 
below: 

• SLR will compile meeting minutes and circulate to all attendees for concurrence.  

 

 CLOSE 

Lance Blaine from took note of the arrival of two (2) Councillors from the Ubuntu Local Municipality – Martin Kwedo 
and Colin Pieterse. He provided them with an overview of the proposed projects and their location in relation to 
the local municipalities present within the area. He noted that based on their proximity, the towns, Loxton, Victoria 
West, Fraserburg and Beaufort West would likely be considered for economic development opportunities should 
the proposed projects proceed to construction and thanked all the municipal officials for attending the meeting 
and emphasised that Red Cap was looking forward to working together with local government where required on 
the proposed projects.  

Liandra Scott – Shaw closed the meeting at 13h15. 
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APPENDIX 1: PRESENTATION 



RED CAP HOOGLAND WIND FARMS
AND GRID CONNECTION 

Focus Group Meeting with Municipality Officials
Ko-Ka Tsara Bush Camp

21 May 2021

1



INTRODUCTION – PROJECT TEAM (SLR CONSULTING)

• SLR Consulting (South Africa)(Pty) Ltd (‘SLR’) – Independent Environmental 
Assessment Practitioner (EAP)

2

Liandra Scott-Shaw Project Manager 

Reuben Maroga Project Assistant

Eloise Costandius Focus Group Meetings Facilitator



• Red Cap Energy (Pty) Ltd (‘Red Cap’) – Hoogland Wind Farms and Grid Connection 
Developer

3

INTRODUCTION – PROJECT TEAM (RED CAP)

Lance Blaine Managing Director

Nadia Mol Development Manager

Kirsten Jones Project Manager

Gerald Ehlers Development Engineer



MEETING PROTOCOL

• Please switch cell phones off or place them on silent.

• We request that you continue to adhere to COVID-19 protocols within the venue – ensure that you
always have a mask on (unless when speaking), sanitise and social distance.

• There will be a dedicated question and answer session (including an Afrikaans translator)

• Before asking a question, please raise your hand and state your name clearly so that we may
correctly record it in the presentation minutes.

• Please ensure that you have completed the attendance register.

• Please complete the Response Form included on the Background Information Document.

• This meeting will be recorded with your permission.
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AGENDA

5

• Purpose of the Meeting

• Overview of the Red Cap Hoogland Wind Farms and Grid Connection

• Project Motivation

• Environmental Authorisation Process Overview

• Work undertaken to date

• Specialists to be engaged in the Project Process

• Planned Public Participation Process

• Public Participation undertaken to date 

• Question and Answer Session

• Close



PURPOSE OF THE MEETING 

• An introduction to the Hoogland Wind Farms and Grid Connection Projects;

• To provide an overview of the project iterative design process; and

• To provide an overview of the stakeholder engagement process and an
opportunity to get your input, comments, concerns, issues and general feedback
as it relates to:

– the project as a whole;

– the project area/ project interfaces; and

– any information or knowledge that may inform the project.

6

The Screening and Pre-Application process for the Hoogland Wind Farms and Grid Connection is in the initial stages and. as 
such it is not always possible to provide answers to all questions. Public Participation Process is an on-going process, and all 

comments and concerns will be taken in consideration throughout the environmental permitting process. 
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Red Cap is proposing the following:

• the development of a maximum 4 wind farms on a site between the towns Loxton
and Beaufort West.

• the wind farms will be adjacent to the proposed Nuweveld Wind Farm Projects.

• project area is located within the Central Karoo District Municipality and the
Beaufort West Local Municipality, as well as the Namakwa District Municipality
and the Karoo Hoogland Local Municipality.

• the project area is located adjacent to the Pixely ka Seme District Municipality and
the Ubuntu Local Municipality.

OVERVIEW – INTRODUCTION TO THE HOOGLAND WIND FARMS AND GRID CONNECTION
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PROJECT MOTIVATION

• South Africa is the highest emitter of greenhouse gas emissions in Africa, and 80 %
of the power supply is generated from burning coal in power stations – mainly
located in Mpumalanga Province.

• South Africa is a signatory of international treaties (i.e. Kyoto Protocol, Paris
Agreement.) that intend to mitigate negative climate change impacts.

• South Africa has good renewable resources such as wind and solar. The Hoogland
Wind Farms are located in an area associated with a good wind resource. The wind
farms are located partly within the Beaufort West Renewable Energy
Development Zone (REDZ) – an area identified for the development of renewable
energy projects.

10
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PROJECT MOTIVATION

• The project area is also located partly within the Central Strategic
Transmission Corridor – an area identified for the development of large-
scale electricity transmission infrastructure (i.e. powerlines, etc.).

• In order to add more capacity to the grid network, Red Cap intends to bid
the Hoogland Projects in South Africa’s Renewable Energy Independent
Power Producers Procurement Programme (REIPPPP) for the supply of
electricity generated from renewable energy to the grid.
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• Up to 40 turbines (each up to 9 MW in capacity) per Hoogland Wind Farm Project to be connected
to the Nuweveld Collector Substation via 132 kV overhead power lines. From the Nuweveld
Collector Substation, power will be transmitted via the Nuweveld gridline via the existing
Droёrivier Substation near Beaufort West (not part of this project).

Component Description

Blade length Max 97.5 m

Rotor diameter Max 195 m

Hub height Max 150 m

Rotor top tip Max 247.5 m

Rotor bottom tip Min 20 m

Turbine Base Diameter Max 32 m

We do not know the exact number
and location of the turbines. This
will be determined through the
environmental screening and impact
assessment processes.

Wind Farm Technical Specifications

HOOGLAND WIND FARMS – TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS
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Max Rotor top tip = 247.5 m 

Max Hub height = 150 m 

Min Rotor bottom tip = 20 m 

Max Turbine Base Diameter = 32 m



HOOGLAND WIND FARMS - ADDITIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE

• Wind Farm Substation for each wind farm

• Battery Energy Storage System for each 
wind farm

• Operations and Maintenance Buildings

• Internal access Roads

• Underground Cables (including short 
sections of overhead powerlines where 
required due to environmental constraints)

• Temporary laydown areas – for placement 
of construction camps and equipment

16



HOOGLAND GRID CONNECTION – TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

• Grid connection will comprise 
of the following
- Switching Stations for each 

wind farm; and
- 132 kV power lines to 

connect Switching Stations 
to the Nuweveld Collector 
Substation. 

17



HOOGLAND GRID CONNECTION – TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS
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Monopole PylonsEskom Switching Station Wind Farm Substation



HOOGLAND WIND FARMS AND GRID CONNECTION – EXAMPLE OF  
ADDITIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE
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Battery Energy Storage System



ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION PROCESS OVERVIEW
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MAY 2021 

Screening

JUNE – SEPT 
2021

Layout Design

SEPT –
DECEMBER  

2021 

Detailed 
specialist 
studies

NOV – MARCH 
2022

Pre-Application 
Phase 

MARCH 2022

We Are Here

Formal Stakeholder Engagement



ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION PROCESS OVERVIEW

March 2022  
Scoping 
Phase 

Commences

June 2022

Scoping 
Phase PPP

(30 days)

July – August 
2022               

Submit Final 
Scoping

September 
2022

EIA Phase 
Commences

November 
2022                       

EIR Phase 
PPP

(30 days)

Jan – June 
2023      
DFFE 

decision-
making

(107 days)

21

Formal Stakeholder 
Engagement

Formal Stakeholder Engagement



WORK UNDERTAKEN TO DATE FOR SCREENING PHASE

• Appointment of EAP – SLR 
Consulting SA (Pty) Ltd

• Appointment of specialists to 
undertake mapping of 
sensitivities

• Bird nest survey and VERA 
modelling

• EWT engagement around 
riverine rabbits
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SPECIALISTS
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Specialist Discipline / Field of Study

Jon Smallie Avifauna

Werner Marais Bats

Simon Todd Ecology

Dave Edge Butterflies

Brian Colloty Aquatic

Marius Burger Reptiles

Quinton Lawson & Bernard Oberholzer Visual

Morne de Jager Noise

Arcus Consulting Shadow Flicker

Jayson Orton Heritage

John Almond Palaeontology

Hugo van Zyl Socio – Economic

Athol Schwartz Traffic

Anelle Lotter Public Participation



PLANNED PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS

24

Consideration will be given to identifying and managing COVID-related 
health risks throughout the undertaking of actions in respect of  public 

participation

Pre-Application Phase Scoping Phase  Environmental Impact 

Assessment Phase

Written notification (including letters, SMSes, WhatsApps, emails etc)

Public Meetings Public Meetings

Pre -Application Reports

(including Non-

Technical Summary) 

Scoping Reports

(including Non-Technical 

Summary) 

Environmental Impact 

Assessment Reports 

(including Non-Technical 

Summary) 
Newspaper Adverts Newspaper Adverts Newspaper Adverts

Site Notices Site Notices Site Notices



PUBLIC PARTICIPATION UNDERTAKEN TO DATE

• Issuing of BIDs and Invitation to Meetings / Focus Group Meetings to the following 
stakeholders:

o BirdLife South Africa

o CapeNature

o Western Cape DEAD&P

o Northern Cape DENC

o Endangered Wildlife Trust

o Landowners (Affected and Adjacent)

o Municipality Officials – We are Here
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ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION PROCESS OVERVIEW
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MAY 2021 

Screening

JUNE – SEPT 
2021

Layout Design

SEPT –
DECEMBER  

2021 

Detailed 
specialist 
studies

NOV – MARCH 
2022

Pre-Application 
Phase 

MARCH 2022

We Are Here

Formal Stakeholder Engagement



QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION
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THANK YOU !

Liandra Scott-Shaw

Project Manager

Email: lscottshaw@slrconsulting.com

Mobile: 073 658 7955
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