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FIRE PREVENTION PLANS

Fire Prevention Plans must accompany all 
new Environmental Permit applications 
and variations, or be prepared at the 
request of the regulator for sites that 
store and/or treat combustible waste 
including: wood, paper, plastics, rubber, 
tyres, textiles, fragmentiser waste, 
scrap metal, refuse-derived fuel, WEEE, 
compost, green waste, biomass etc.

The main objectives of Fire Prevention 
Plans are: 
• to minimise the likelihood of a fire 

occurring; 

• to aim for a fire to be extinguished 
within four hours; and,

• to minimise the spread of fire 
within the site and neighbouring 
sites. 

Fire Prevention Plans must include:
• assessment of the sources of risk 

and the potential impact on local 
receptors; 

• mitigation and management 
measures to describe how fires 
are prevented on site; and 

• procedures and contingency 
measures to explain how the site 
will be operated and managed 
during and after a fire incident.

We assess the potential risks of fires for all types of activities handling combustible solid waste 
and develop plans with the right storage and technical solutions for your site, so that you meet 
the regulatory requirements and minimise risks to the environment and your business.

REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS

Fire prevention plan requirements can have significant implications for storage capacity, drainage and 
infrastructure at your site, as well as how you operate it. SLR’s broad range of capability from planning, pre-
application, permit application, environmental management systems and compliance means we can advise 
on these impacts at all stages of project development and operation. We have a proven track record for 
successfully gaining approvals for Fire Prevention Plans, built on our thorough understanding of the technical 
requirements and the environmental permitting process.

TECHNICAL SERVICE

Plans must be a standalone document 
within the management system, be 
easily accessible and understood by all 
staff and contractors.

Regulators assess Fire Prevention 
Plan submissions against standards in 
guidance. If a plan does not meet the 
requirements in the guidance it may 
be rejected unless alternative site-
specific proposals are provided that can 
demonstrate the equivalent level of risk 
protection.
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TECHNICAL SERVICE

Wood Waste Case Study
“Successful approval of a Fire Prevention 
Plan (FPP) for an Energy Recovery Facility 
accepting up to 80,000 tonnes per 
annum of wood waste. SLR designed 
the approved drainage system for the 
site including secondary containment 
measures for potential fire waters. 
Storage requirements were calculated in 
consultation with the client to ensure the 
facility can operate on a continuous basis 
and we liaised with the regulator to gain 
agreement for pile sizes in excess of the 
maximum stated in the FPP guidance.” 

FIRE PREVENTION PLANS

Waste Transfer Station Case Study
“SLR successfully gained approval 
for the FPP we produced for a Waste 
Transfer Station accepting all categories 
of combustible waste listed in the EA’s 
guidance. The FPP included the following 
particular aspects; detailed bay and 
stockpile dimensions, the installation 
of a non-accredited, but suitable, fire 
suppression system,  primary and 
secondary firewater containment methods 
and detailed drainage drawings. The 
client was required to produce a FPP in 
relation to a permit variation application. 
Subsequently, SLR are now involved in the 
preparation of two further FPP’s for their 
other sites in the region.”

SLR EXPERIENCE

SLR has been preparing Fire Prevention 
Plans for the waste industry since 
guidance requirements were issued.  We 
regularly liaise with regulators to ensure 
operational requirements are taken 
into consideration and that risk based 
assessment is used when determining 
how FPP guidance is applied to sites.

SLR has worked across the range of 
waste sectors, preparing, submitting and 
handling post submission queries for; 

• biomass operations;

• scrap metals, ELV and fragmentiser   

 waste sites;

• commercial & industrial and domestic  
 waste storage;

• flammables materials storage;

• wood yard storage;

• plasterboard recycling sites.

We provide a comprehensive 
environmental permitting service and 
have a high level of expertise in client/
regulator liaison to enable effective 
management of complex, site-specific 
aspects. 

Our services include:

• Checking Fire Prevention Plans comply 
with regulator’s guidance;

• Assessing the risk and consequences 
using regulator-approved methods;

• Developing the appropriate mitigation 
and control measures for the site; 
and,

• Advanced assessment techniques such 
as fire and explosion or air dispersion 
modelling. 

HOW SLR CAN HELP
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Metal Recycling Case Study 
“SLR has successfully designed and 
implemented fire prevention plans for six of 
our metal recovery clients.  Covering sites 
ranging from small waste metal sites to large 
port-based facilities, we worked closely with 
operators to provide training and guidance 
on what is expected by the Environment 
Agency and how to optimise operations 
in full accordance with the prevailing 
guidance by considering: site layout and 
separation distances, heat transfer and fire 
breaks, surface and fire water drainage 
and retention and site EMS/standard 
operating procedures. We are up to date 
with emerging guidance, for example new 
advice on segregation of Hybrid vehicles in 
ELV sites.”


