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1 INTRODUCTION 

This chapter provides a brief description of the project background and location, describes the objectives and 

purpose of this report, outlines how to comment, and presents the structure of this report. 

1.1 PROJECT BACKGROUND AND LOCATION 

TotalEnergies EP South Africa Block 567 (Pty) Ltd (“TEEPSA”) and its partners hold an Exploration Right over  

Block 5/6/7 off the South-West Coast of South Africa (see Figure 1-1), which allows for the undertaking of various 

exploration activities within the Block, including two-dimensional (2D) seismic, three-dimensional (3D) seismic 

and controlled source electromagnetic surveys.    

Since the first granting of the Exploration Right in 2012, a 2D and 3D seismic survey have been undertaken within 

the Block.  Based on an analysis of acquired seismic data, TEEPSA proposes to drill one exploration well, and 

success dependent, up to four additional wells in total within an area of interest within the Block (i.e. up to five 

wells in total).  The area of interest is 10 000 km2 in extent and is located offshore roughly between Cape Town 

and Cape Agulhas, approximately 60 km from the coast at its closest point and 170 km at its furthest, in water 

depths between 700 m and 3 200 m (see Figure 1-1). 

The proposed project triggers a number of listed activities in terms of the Environmental Impact Assessment 

(EIA) Regulations 2014 (as amended), and as such requires an Environmental Authorisation before such activities 

can commence.  TEEPSA, as the Operator of the Block, is the applicant for the Environmental Authorisation. 

SLR Consulting (South Africa) (Pty) Ltd (SLR) has been appointed as the independent Environmental Assessment 

Practitioner (EAP) to undertake a full Scoping and EIA process (hereafter collectively referred to as 

"Environmental and Social Impact Assessment" or "ESIA" process) for the proposed additional exploration 

activities. 

1.2 OBJECTIVE AND PURPOSE OF THIS REPORT 

This draft Environmental and Social Impact Assessment (ESIA) Report has been prepared as part of the ESIA 

process that is being undertaken for the application by TEEPSA for the proposed exploration well drilling activities 

in Block 5/6/7.  This report has been prepared in compliance with Appendix 3 and 4 of the EIA Regulations 2014 

(as amended) and is based on the Plan of Study presented in the final Scoping Report, which was accepted by 

the Department of Mineral Resources and Energy (DMRE) on 29 August 2022. 

In accordance with Appendix 3 of the EIA Regulations 2014 (as amended), “the objective of the environmental 

impact assessment process is to, through a consultative process: 

a) determine the policy and legislative context within which the activity is located and document and how the 

proposed activity complies with and responds to the policy and legislative context; 

b) describe the need and desirability of the proposed activity, including the need and desirability of the activity 

in the context of the development footprint8 on the approved site as contemplated in the accepted scoping 

report; 

______________________ 

8 "Development footprint", in respect of land, means any evidence of its physical transformation as a result of the 
undertaking of any activity (as defined by NEMA).  For this study, “development” corresponds to “exploration well drilling”. 
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c) identify the location of the development footprint within the approved site as contemplated in the accepted 

scoping report based on an impact and risk assessment process inclusive of cumulative impacts and a 

ranking process of all the identified development footprint alternatives focusing on the geographical, 

physical, biological, social, economic, heritage and cultural aspects of the environment; 

d) determine the - 

(i) nature, significance, consequence, extent, duration and probability of the impacts occurring to 

inform identified preferred alternatives; and 

(ii) degree to which these impacts— 

(aa) can be reversed; (bb) may cause irreplaceable loss of resources, and (cc) can be avoided, 

managed or mitigated; 

e) identify the most ideal location for the activity within the development footprint of the approved site as 

contemplated in the accepted scoping report based on the lowest level of environmental sensitivity 

identified during the assessment; 

f) identify, assess, and rank the impacts the activity will impose on the development footprint on the approved 

site as contemplated in the accepted scoping report through the life of the activity; 

g) identify suitable measures to avoid, manage or mitigate identified impacts; and 

h) identify residual risks that need to be managed and monitored.” 

Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) are invited to comment on this draft ESIA Report (see Section 1.3).   

The draft report will then be updated into a final version, giving due consideration to the comments received.  

The final ESIA Report will then be submitted to the delegated authority, the Petroleum Agency of South Africa 

(PASA), for consideration and review.  PASA will then make a recommendation on the granting or refusal of the 

Environmental Authorisation application to the DMRE, who will make the final decision. 

1.3 OPPORTUNITY TO COMMENT AND ATTEND PUBLIC MEETINGS 

This draft ESIA Report is distributed for comment period from 24 October to 7 December 2022 (44-days).   

It provides an opportunity for I&APs to comment on any aspect of the proposed project and the findings of the 

ESIA process.   

Copies of the full report are available for review on the SLR website (https://www.slrconsulting.com/en/ 

public-documents/TEEPSA-567), a data free website (no data costs) (https://slrpublicdocs.datafree.co/en/ 

public-documents/ TEEPSA-567) and at various locations (refer to specific details in the I&AP notification letter).  

In addition, the Non-technical Summary (in English, Afrikaans and isiXhosa) is available for collection at various 

locations (refer to the I&AP notification letter).  The Non-technical Summary is also available on the above-

mentioned websites as a document and audio recording.   
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FIGURE 1-1: LOCATION OF LICENCE BLOCK 5/6/7 AND THE AREA OF INTEREST FOR PROPOSED EXPLORATION DRILLING OFF THE SOUTH-WEST COAST 
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Any comments should be sent to SLR at the address, WhatsApp / SMS numbers or e-mail shown below.   

For comments to be included in the final ESIA Report, comments should reach SLR by no later than 7 December 

2022. 

 

Stakeholders are also invited to attend various face-to-face and online public meetings.  Specific details of these 

meetings are provided in the I&AP notification letter. In addition, various focus group meetings will be arranged 

with certain stakeholders. 

1.4 STRUCTURE OF THIS REPORT 

The structure and content of this report is summarised or set-out in Table 1-1 below. 

TABLE 1-1:  STRUCTURE AND CONTENT OF THE ESIA REPORT 

Section  Contents 

VOLUME 1 MAIN REPORT 

Executive Summary Provides a synopsis of the ESIA Report. 

Chapter 1  Introduction 

Provides a description of the project background and location, and describes the objectives, purpose 

and the structure of this report. 

Chapter 2  Administrative and Legal Framework 

Outlines the key South African administrative authorities and legislative framework, international 

regulations and conventions, and TotalEnergies standards and policies applicable to the proposed 

project and ESIA-related guidelines considered in the compilation of the report. 

Chapter 3  ESIA Approach and Process 

Presents the ESIA Project Team, ESIA assumptions and limitations, and outlines the approach and 

process followed during the ESIA. 

Chapter 4 Public Participation Process 

Presents and describes the public consultation process undertaken during the ESIA process. 

Chapter 5 Policy, Need and Desirability 

Provides an overview of the national and international policies informing the need and desirability 

for the project. 

Chapter 6 Project Description 

Provides general project information and a detailed description of the proposed activities and 

associated project alternatives. 

Chapter 7 Receiving Environment 

Describes the existing physical, biological, socio-economic and cultural environment that could 

potentially be affected by the proposed exploration activities. 

SLR Consulting (South Africa) (Pty) Ltd 

5th Floor, Letterstedt House, Newlands on Main, Newlands, 7700 

Tel: (021) 461 1118    WhatsApp / SMS: 063 900 5536     

E-mail: TEEPSA-567@slrconsulting.com 
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Section  Contents 

Chapter 8 Screening of Environmental and Socio-Economic and Potential Impacts 

Provides a high-level screening of the interaction between project activities and the biophysical and 

social environment; identifies key issues and impacts associated with the proposed exploration 

activities; and presents those impacts that are considered to be insignificant impacts that were 

screened out for further consideration during the Scoping Phase. 

Chapter 9 Environmental and Social Impact Assessment - Normal Operations 

Describes and assesses the potential impacts related to normal operations (e.g., drilling operations, 

discharge of wastes, etc.) on the receiving environment.  Mitigation/management measures are also 

presented.  

Chapter 10 Environmental and Social Impact Assessment - Unplanned Events 

Describes and assesses the potential impacts related to unplanned activities (e.g., operational spills, 

blow-outs, etc.) on the receiving environment.  Mitigation/management measures are also 

presented.  

Chapter 11 Environmental and Social Management Programme 

Presents the ESMP prepared for the proposed project, which sets out the implementation, 

management and control of the mitigation measures, as well as the monitoring and reporting 

requirements. 

Chapter 12 Conclusions and Recommendations 

Provides conclusions to the ESIA and provides a recommendation and conclusion regarding the 

issuing of an Environmental Authorisation for the proposed project. 

Chapter 13 References 

Provides a list of the references used in compiling this report. 

Appendices 1 - 5 Appendix 1:  EAP declaration and undertaking 

Appendix 2: Curricula Vitae of the SLR ESIA Project Team  

Appendix 3: Acceptance of final Scoping Report  

Appendix 4: Method for Assessing Impact Significance 

Appendix 5: Minutes from West Coast Guriqua Council meeting 

VOLUME 2 TECHNICAL STUDIES 

Appendices 6 - 10 Appendix 6: Drilling Discharges Modelling 

Appendix 7: Oil Spill Modelling 

Appendix 8: Underwater Noise Modelling 

Appendix 9: Independent peer review of Drilling Discharges and Oil Spill Modelling 

Appendix 10: Closure Planning Framework (Decommissioning Plan) 

VOLUME 3 SPECIALIST STUDIES 

Appendices 11 - 15 Appendix 11: Marine Ecology Impact Assessment 

Appendix 12: Fisheries Impact Assessment 

Appendix 13: Socio-Economic Impact Assessment 

Appendix 14: Cultural Heritage Impact Assessment 

Appendix 15: Climate Change and Air Emissions Impact Assessment 
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