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1. INTRODUCTION  
 

Interwaste (Pty) Ltd (Interwaste), owned by the Séché 

Environnement Group (Séché), is proposing to 

construct and operate a new integrated waste 

management facility on Portion 1 of the Farm 

Brakkefontein No. 321. The property is located 

between the R27 and R304, approximately 35 km 

north of the Cape Town metropolitan area, 5 km south 

of Atlantis Industrial and 2 km north-east of 

Duynefontein (see Figure 1). The registered landowner 

of the property is Varenne Investments (Pty) Ltd, a 

subsidiary of Séché. The applicant for the proposed 

facility will be Wesco Waste Management Facility (Pty) 

Ltd (a subsidiary of Interwaste). 

 

The proposed Wesco Waste Management Facility is 

being designed in alignment with the National Waste 

Management Strategy, the Western Cape Integrated 

Waste Management Plan and in accordance with all 

relevant legislation. It aims to offer waste 

minimisation, recovery, recycling, treatment and 

disposal services for general and hazardous waste 

from municipal and private clients. Wastes would be 

transported to the site via road and/or rail.  
 

 

2. PURPOSE OF THIS DOCUMENT 
 

This Background Information Document (BID) provides 

Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) with initial 

information and advance notice of the planned 

application processes. This BID serves to:  

• Inform I&APs of the planned activities and 

required legislative processes for the project; 

• Provide a brief description of the proposed 

project activities and current understanding of 

the baseline environment of the project site; 

• Describe the environmental assessment 

processes to be followed and highlight the 

planned specialist studies to be undertaken; and  

• Describe how I&APs can participate in the 

process going forward. 
 
 

 
1  The development of a waste management facility on Portion 1 of 

the Farm Brakkefontein No. 32 was considered by the City of Cape 

Town in a previous EIA process. 

3. WHAT AUTHORISATIONS ARE REQUIRED? 
 

Given the nature of the proposed facility, associated 

activities and anticipated waste volumes, 

authorisations are required in terms of, amongst 

others, the following environmental legislation: 

• National Environmental Management: Waste Act, 

2008 (Act 59 of 2008) (NEM:WA); 

• National Environmental Management Act, 1998 

(Act 107 of 1998) (NEMA) and Environmental 

Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations, 2014 (as 

amended); 

• National Water Act, 1998 (No. 36 of 1998) (NWA); 

and 

• National Heritage Resources Act, 1999 (No. 25 of 

1999) (NHRA).    

 

In terms of NEM:WA, no person may commence, 

undertake or conduct a listed waste management 

activity unless the activities are undertaken in 

accordance with the requirements or standards or if a 

Waste Management Licence (WML) is issued in 

respect of that activity. 

 

The “List of waste management activities” was 

promulgated (Government Notice (GN) No. R.921 of 

2013) in terms of NEM:WA.  Any person wishing to 

undertake an activity listed in Category A or B must 

conduct an assessment process, as stipulated in the 

EIA Regulations 2014 (as amended), to inform a WML 

application.  The Minister, Department of Forestry, 

Fisheries and the Environment (DFFE) is the licensing 

authority for waste management activities involving 

hazardous waste. 

 

Section 24 of NEMA provides for the listing of activities 

that require Environmental Authorisation (EA) from 

the competent authority prior to commencement. 

Three listing notices were published in 2014 (GN R 983 

to 985, variously amended). Where activities in the 

Listing Notices are triggered, an assessment process 

must be undertaken, per the EIA Regulations 2014.  In 

terms of the Listing Notices, the competent authority 

for decision-making on an EA application would be the 

Western Cape Department of Environmental Affairs 

and Development Planning (DEA&DP). 
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FIGURE 1: LOCAL SETTING OF THE PROPOSED WESCO WASTE MANAGEMENT FACILITY. 
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Given the nature of the proposed Wesco Waste 

Management Facility and anticipated waste volumes, 

it is expected that: (i) a WML would be required and 

that Category B waste management activities would 

be triggered; and (ii) an EA would be required and 

activities in Listing Notice 2 would be triggered. Thus, 

a Scoping and EIA process, as set out in the EIA 

Regulations 2014, is required to inform decision-

making for both a WML and EA application. 

Accordingly separate applications would be submitted 

to DFFE (for a WML) and DEA&DP (for an EA). 

 

It is anticipated that the proposed facility would 

trigger water uses under Section 21 of the NWA and, 

thus, a Water Use Licence application (WULA) process 

in terms of the Regulations promulgated under section 

21 of the NWA is required. The Department of Water 

and Sanitation (DWS) is responsible for administering 

the WULA process. 

 

Lastly, Section 38(1) of the NHRA lists development 

activities that require authorisation by Heritage 

Western Cape (HWC). Any person who intends to 

undertake a listed activity must notify HWC prior to 

initiating such a development. HWC would then, in 

turn, confirm whether or not a Heritage Impact 

Assessment (HIA) Report should be submitted.  At this 

stage it is anticipated that an HIA will be required (see 

Section 8).  
  
 

4. WHO ARE THE CONSULTANTS? 
 

SLR Consulting (South Africa) (Pty) Ltd (SLR) has been 

appointed by Interwaste to undertake the 

Environmental and Social Impact Assessment (ESIA) 

process required in terms of the NEMA and NEM:WA. 

SLR has also been appointed to undertake the WULA 

process in terms of the NWA. 
 

 

5. DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED PROJECT 
 

5.1. Project Background 
 

The National Waste Management Strategy (NWMS) 

(2020) sets out the planned interventions to address 

the challenges faced for waste management in South 

Africa. These key challenges include (amongst others):  

• A growing population and economy which in turn 

means that increased volumes of waste would be 

generated; 

• An increase in waste stream complexity because of 

urbanisation and industrialisation; 

• A policy and regulatory environment that does not 

actively promote the waste management 

hierarchy; and 

• Too few compliant landfills and hazardous waste 

management facilities, hindering safe disposal of 

all waste streams. 

 

The Western Cape Integrated Waste Management 

Plan (IWMP) (2017-2022) also highlights key 

challenges for waste management in the province, 

namely: (i) a shortage of landfill airspace, resulting in 

increased pressure on existing waste facilities; and (ii) 

the difficulty in securing available land for new waste 

facilities due to increasing competition for 

development. Indications are that the three 

operational landfill sites within the City of Cape Town 

Metropolitan Municipality have less than 10 years 

airspace available. 

 

On the basis of the above, Wesco has identified the 

need for a new waste management facility within the 

City of Cape Town to significantly increase the capacity 

for the reuse, recovery, recycling, treatment and 

disposal of liquid and solid general and hazardous 

wastes in the Western Cape. 
 

 

5.2. Overview of Proposed Project 
 

The proposed Wesco Waste Management Facility 

would comprise the following key infrastructure: 

• Waste minimisation/recovery facilities: 

o Clean Material Recovery Facility (MRF) 

o Refuse Derived Fuel (RDF) manufacturing plant; 

o Organic waste pre-processing plant; 

o Composting facility; 

o Bioremediation facility; and 

o Construction and demolition waste 

beneficiation plant. 

• A public waste drop-off area; 

• A waste treatment facility (to allow for the 

treatment of waste streams through the 

introduction of treatment additives to waste 

streams that require treatment by law, to ensure a 

homogenous end mixture) accepting Type 0-4 

waste;  

• An effluent treatment plant to treat liquid waste 

streams andleachate; 

• A Class A waste disposal facility (developed in 

phases) accepting Type 1-4 waste; and 

• Additional ancillary infrastructure including a 

railway siding (to allow for the transport of waste 

to the facility by rail), offices, buildings, access 
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roads, fencing, fuel and chemical storage facilities, 

and associated services. 

 
A schematic process flow diagram for the proposed 

facility is presented in Figure 2 below. The preliminary 

layout plan of the proposed facility is presented in 

Figure 3 overleaf. A more detailed description of each 

of the proposed project components is provided 

below. 
 

5.2.1. Clean Material Recovery Facility (MRF) 
 

The Clean MRF would receive source separated 

recyclable materials for the recovery of recyclable 

materials. The recyclables would be sorted and 

recovered material would be shredded and, where 

practical, baled. The processed recyclable material 

would then be sold to third-parties and transported 

off-site for use as raw materials for subsequent 

remanufacturing/ recycling processes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.2.2. Refuse Derived Fuel (RDF) Manufacturing 
Plant 

 

Combustible components associated with the general 

waste stream (e.g. non-recyclable/contaminated 

plastics, multi-layered packaging, etc.) would be 

shredded and baled to produce RDF. RDF is a fuel 

source produced by shredding and dehydrating solid 

waste to be used as an alternative fuel source in kilns 

(replacing traditional fuels such as coal or coke). 
 

5.2.3. Composting Facility 
 

The composting facility would facilitate the production 

of compost from garden waste through natural 

decomposition in a controlled environment. Cured 

compost would be sold to third-parties or used for on-

site rehabilitation. 

 

FIGURE 2: SCHEMATIC PROCESS FLOW DIAGRAM OF THE PROPOSED WASTE MANAGEMENT FACILITY. 
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FIGURE 2: PRELIMINARY PROPOSED LAYOUT OF WASTE MANAGEMENT FACILITY. 
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5.2.4. Bioremediation Facility 
 

The bioremediation facility would provide a treatment 

solution for a range of organic waste materials. 

Completed and compliant bioremediation material will 

be used as alternative daily cover (ADC) material on 

active waste disposal cells as well as final cover on 

completed cells in substitution of virgin soil. (see 

Section 5.2.9). 

 
5.2.5. Construction and Demolition Waste 

Beneficiation Plant 
 
Builders’ rubble (clay brick, concrete and mortar) 

would be screened to remove any other recyclable 

material (e.g. steel reinforcement). Thereafter 

screened building waste would be crushed, producing 

recovered building aggregates for sale to third-parties 

for use in future construction activities. 

 
5.2.6. Public Waste Drop-Off Area 
 
This area would enable the general public to drop off 

municipal solid waste, source separated recyclable 

materials, household hazardous waste and garden 

refuse. The facility will consist of a paved area with a 

range of skips and containers for temporary storage 

until it is processed at the various other proposed 

facilities. 

 
5.2.7. Waste Treatment Facility 
 
The waste treatment facility would treat waste, via the 

introduction of treatment additives that would take 

place in a series of specially constructed lined and 

bunded bunkers. Afterwards, the treated waste would 

either be collected by third parties for use as raw 

materials or be sent to the on-site disposal facility for 

final disposal. 

 
5.2.8. Effluent Treatment Plant 
 
The effluent treatment plant would treat leachate 

from the waste management facility itself, and would 

have the ability to treat   liquid waste streams from 

third parties. The treated effluent could be used on 

site for dust suppression and in surrounding industry 

operations. However, provision may be made to allow 

for the discharge (via a pipeline) of any excess treated 

water (treated to applicable discharge standards) into 

the neighbouring water course should it be required. 

 

5.2.9. Class A Waste Disposal Facility 
 

The proposed waste disposal facility would accept 

Type 1-4 waste and as such it will be required to have 

a Class A containment barrier in line with the relevant 

National Norms and Standards for Disposal of Waste 

to Landfill. 

 
Establishment of the facility would be undertaken in 

phases as demand required, with each phase further 

divided into cells approximately 150 m x 150 m in 

extent. 

 
Prior to disposal of waste, a cell would be excavated, 

shaped and lined with an appropriate containment 

barrier. Waste would be deposited in horizontal layers 

(approximately 0.5 m thick), compacted and covered 

with material from the bioremediation process (see 

Section 5.2.4) to prevent windblown litter, breeding of 

vectors/rodents and malodours. While disposal 

operations take place in an active cell, the next cell is 

prepared in advance.  During operation of a cell, 

temporary capping of the cell is progressively done to 

reduce water ingress into the cell until operation of 

the phase ceases, at which time final long-term 

capping and rehabilitation can be implemented in line 

with approved specifications. 

 
The waste disposal facility would also include the 

following ancillary infrastructure: 

• A leachate collection and containment system; 

• Landfill gas extraction and treatment infrastructure 

(if required in the future); 

• Stormwater/run-off management infrastructure 

for collection and containment of any 

contaminated stormwater; and 

• Link roads between the cells (approximately 8 m 

wide). 
 
 

6. OVERVIEW OF BASELINE ENVIRONMENT 
 

The topography of the southern and western portions 

of the project site is generally flat with gentle hills 

located in the eastern part as the topography slopes 

more steeply toward the Donkergat River. 

 

The Donkergat River defines the eastern boundary of 

the site and flows in a south-westerly direction to join 

the Sout River, approximately 5 km downstream. The 

river is ephemeral and only flows for short periods 

after heavy rainfall. Similarly, there are other mapped 

ephemeral drainage lines in areas of the site which are 

expected to only contain surface flow for short periods 

after heavy rainfall. 
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The project site overlies a semi-confined, weathered, 

and fractured aquifer system of the Malmesbury 

Group and is adjacent to the Atlantis Aquifer. Recent 

groundwater measurements indicate that 

groundwater levels are between 5 and 28 m below 

ground level. Groundwater flow is in a south-westerly 

direction, away from the Atlantis Aquifer and the 

Witzand wellfield which acts as the main water supply 

for Atlantis (through extraction of groundwater from 

the Atlantis Aquifer). Based on recent sampling, the 

groundwater quality underlying the project site is 

deemed to be poor quality not fit for domestic 

consumption and is of little value for agricultural 

purposes. The aquifer underlying the project site is 

considered to have a low vulnerability to 

anthropogenic impacts due to the depth to 

groundwater, limited recharge, poor hydraulic 

properties and the prevailing overlying soil conditions. 
 

Soils within the study area consist of acidic regic sands 

in the southern and western parts of the site. In the 

east, the soils are transitional between shale-derived 

clays and the white acid sands. The areas associated 

with these transitional soils generally coincide with the 

historically cultivated parts of the properties. 
 

The mapped vegetation types located within the study 

area are Atlantis Sand Fynbos (in the western part of 

the project site) and Swartland Shale Renosterveld (in 

the eastern part of the site). The City of Cape Town 

Biodiversity Network (BioNet) has mapped a number 

of “Critical Biodiversity Area” (CBA) categories that 

overlap with portions of the project site. The mapped 

CBAs include a potentially important ecological 

corridor along the Donkergat River and potentially 

ecologically significant areas within the central part of 

the site. However, due to historic farming activities on 

the site (predominately undertaken on Portion 1 of 

the Farm Brakkefontein No. 32), it is expected that 

very limited intact indigenous vegetation remains. 
 

Apart from the remains of buildings located on Portion 

1 of the Farm Brakkefontein No. 32, the property is 

undeveloped. There is an airstrip (to be 

decommissioned before the Wesco WMF becomes 

operational), aeroplane hangar and a parachute 

landing area associated with the operating commercial 

skydiving business located on Portion 6. Various other 

land uses that are located in immediate proximity to 

the site, include the Apollo Bricks brickworks, the 

Brakkefontein Shooting Range (utilised by the South 

African National Defence Force) and various small 

holdings. The Koeberg Nuclear Power Station is 

located further to the west of the site. 

The Atlantis freight railway line is located on the 

eastern boundary of the site which runs from Atlantis 

to the main Belville Line that ultimately connects to 

the Port and Central Business District of Cape Town.  

 

The site is accessed from Brakkefontein Road located 

adjacent to the northern boundary of the site and 

connects to the West Coast Road (R27) to the west 

and the Old Mamre Road (R304) to the east. 
 

7. ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT PROCESSES 
 

The Scoping and EIA process involves an open, 

participatory approach to ensure that all impacts are 

identified and assessed, and that decision-making 

takes place in an informed, transparent and 

accountable manner. The process to be followed 

entails the following steps: 
 

• Pre-Application Phase (November 2022– January 

2023): 

o Identify and compile a database of I&APs for 

the projects; 

o Notify I&APs and distribute this BID for 

information sharing purposes; 

o Hold public meetings; and 

o Undertake the necessary baseline specialist 

investigations. 
 

• Application and Scoping Phase (January – June 

2023): 

o Compile and submit a WML Application Form 

to DFFE; 

o Compile and submit an Application for EA Form 

to DEA&DP. 

o Compile draft Scoping Reports, incorporating 

specialist baseline input. 

o Distribute the draft Scoping Reports for a 30-

day comment period and undertake 

stakeholder engagement; and 

o Submit the final Scoping Reports (including a 

detailed Comments and Responses Report) for 

consideration by DFFE and DEA&DP. 
 

• EIA Phase (June 2023 – November 2023): 

o Undertake specialist studies to address the key 

issues of concern identified in the Scoping 

Phase; 

o Compile draft ESIA Reports including  

Environmental Management Programmes 

(EMPrs), incorporating the above-mentioned 

specialist input. 

o Distribute the draft ESIA Reports for a 30-day 

comment period and undertake stakeholder 

engagement (including ESIA feedback 
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meetings); 

o Submit the final ESIA Reports (including an 

updated Comments and Responses Report, 

specialist assessments and EMPr) to DFFE and 

DEA&DP for decision-making; and 

o Distribute authority decisions to I&APs and 

notify of statutory appeal process. 
 

8. PLANNED SPECIALIST STUDIES 
 

The following specialist studies will be undertaken to 

address key focus areas to be addressed in the ESIA: 

• Agricultural Agro-Ecosystems Assessment; 

• Air Quality Impact Assessment; 

• Aquatic Biodiversity Impact Assessment; 

• Community Health Impact Assessment; 

• Economic Impact Assessment;  

• Geohydrology Impact Assessment; 

• Heritage Impact Assessment; 

• Hydrology Assessment;   

• Land Use and Planning Assessment; 

• Noise Impact Assessment; 

• Social Impact Assessment; 

• Terrestrial Biodiversity (including, flora and fauna); 

• Traffic Impact Assessment; and 

• Visual Impact Assessment. 
 

9. PROJECT INVOLVEMENT 
 

You and/or your organisation are hereby invited to 

register as an I&AP and provide input with regard to 

the proposed project.  
 

You can become involved by: 

• Reading this BID and letting us know of any initial 

issues or concerns that you may have; 

• Registering as an I&AP (see attached Registration 

Form);  

• Providing us with contact particulars of any other 

organisations or persons who may be affected by 

or interested in the proposed project; 

• Attending and participating in the planned public 

information-sharing meeting; 

• and 

• Reviewing the Scoping and ESIA Reports, when 

made available, and submitting comments. 
 

Should you wish to register or provide any initial 

comments, kindly forward your details to SLR using 

the attached Registration and Response Form (at the 

contact details overleaf) by no later than 

14 December 2022. Registered I&APs will receive 

future information about the proposed project, the 

ESIA process, opportunities for comment and public 

meetings, and be invited to contribute comments on 

the proposed project.  
 

Notice is also hereby given that information-sharing 

meetings will be held on 6 and 7 December 2022.   

 

The purpose of these meetings is to provide a basic 

overview of the proposed project and allow an 

opportunity to raise any initial issues or concerns.  The 

details of this meetings are provided below: 

 

Venue Date Time 

Atlantis Community Church 
(Corner of Acacia Crescent and 
Acacia Close) 

6 December 
2022 

16h00 – 
18h00 

Melkbos Country Club (1 Robben 
Road, Melkbosstrand) 

7 December 
2022 

10h00 – 
12h00 

Philadelphia NG Kerk Boeresaal 
(Church St, Philadelphia) 

7 December 
2022 

16h00 – 
18h00 

 

REGISTRATION FOR PUBLIC MEETINGS 

Please click here (https://forms.office.com/r/ 

1FxELPGHUN) or scan QR Code to register to 
attend any of these public meetings. 
Alternatively you may contact SLR using the 
details overleaf. 

 

 

SLR will manage your personal information in 

accordance with the Protection of Personal 

Information Act, 2013 (No. 4 of 2013) (POPIA).  In 

accordance with this Act, if you DO NOT want to be 

registered on the I&AP database, please confirm via 

return email and we will remove you from the I&AP 

database. 
 

SLR’s Commitment Regarding the Protection of Personal 
Information 

By being registered on the Project database, you authorise SLR to (1) 

retain and use your Personal Information as part of a contact 

database for this and/or other ESIAs, (2) contact you regarding this 

and/or other ESIA processes, (3) disclose the database to other 

authorised parties for lawful purposes, (4) process it for lawful 

purposes, and (5) include correspondence received in ESIA Reports.   

SLR will not process your Personal Information, other than as 

permitted or required by ESIA processes or as required by Law or 

public policy.  SLR will use reasonable, appropriate security 

safeguards in order to protect Personal Information, and to 

reasonably prevent any damage to, loss of, or unauthorised access 

or disclosure of Personal Information, other than as required for 

ESIA processes or as required by any Law or public policy. You may 

request for your Personal Information to be deleted from the 

Project database or comments to be excluded from ESIA Reports at 

any time by contacting SLR.  However, you understand that SLR (and 

any authorised parties) may not be able to delete or destroy it for 

legal or public policy reasons.  SLR will provide you with the reasons. 
  

https://forms.office.com/r/1FxELPGHUN
https://forms.office.com/r/
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INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTY (I&AP) REGISTRATION AND RESPONSE FORM 

 
 

 

Name:  

 

Organisation:  

 

Postal address:  

 Email address: 

Telephone number:  Fax number:  

Preferred method of correspondence: 

 

Please detail any comments, questions or concerns regarding the proposed projects (use additional pages if required): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Registered Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) in terms of Regulation 42 of 
GN No. R982 of 4 December 2014 (as amended) includes all persons: 
• who have submitted written comments; 
• attended public meetings; and 
• who have requested in writing, for their names to be placed on the register. 

On receipt of a decision for the application, only registered I&APs will be notified, 
in terms of Regulation 4(2) of GN No. R982 of 4 December 2014 (as amended), of: 

 where the decision can be accessed;  
 what the reasons for the decision were; and 
 how an appeal may be lodged against the decision. 

 

 

SLR Consulting (South Africa) (Pty) Ltd 
5th Floor, Letterstedt House, Newlands on Main, Corner of Main and Campground Roads, Newlands, Cape Town 7700 

Tel: (021) 461 1118 / 9 
SMS / WhatsApp : 072 422 3448 

E-mail: wescoWMF@slrconsulting.com 
 

SLR Website: https://www.slrconsulting.com/en/public-documents/WescoWMF 

Data Free Website: https://slrpublicdocs.datafree.co/en/public-documents/WescoWMF 

mailto:wescoWMF@slrconsulting.com
https://www.slrconsulting.com/en/public-documents/WescoWMF

