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 NEED AND DESIRABILITY 

This chapter describes the need and desirability for the proposed project.  “Need and desirability” is the 

consideration of the strategic context of a development proposal within the broader societal needs and the 

public interest.   

The “need and desirability” of the proposed project from the perspective of wider society and policy ‘fit’ is 

addressed in terms of the following: 

• National and International Policy and Planning Frameworks 

> White Paper on the Energy Policy (1998); 

> Vision 2030; 

> The Fifth National Development Plan; 

> Namibia’s Industrial Policy; 

> Namibia’s National Energy Policy; 

> Paris Agreement – United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (2015); 

> Namibia's Climate Change Policy Framework; 

> Namibia’s Updated Nationally Determined Contribution; and 

> International Energy Agency: Net Zero by 2050. 

• Regional and local planning guidance. 

• Oil and gas sector history, policy and promotion initiatives. 

The above sources are reviewed below and compatibility of ‘fit’ summarised in Section 5.4. 

5.15.15.15.1 NATIONAL POLICY AND PLANNING FRAMEWORKSNATIONAL POLICY AND PLANNING FRAMEWORKSNATIONAL POLICY AND PLANNING FRAMEWORKSNATIONAL POLICY AND PLANNING FRAMEWORKS    

5.1.1 White Paper on the Energy Policy (1998) 

The White Paper on the Energy Policy (1998) is the overarching policy which guides planning in the energy sector.  

This White Paper embodies a new, comprehensive energy policy aimed at achieving security of supply, social 

upliftment, effective governance, investment and growth, economic competitiveness, economic efficiency and 

sustainability.  The legislative framework governing upstream oil and gas is well developed, and the White Paper 

merely clarifies an accepted policy framework which seeks to optimise national benefits while achieving the 

necessary balance of interests to attract investment.  The focus of the White Paper is on creating a policy and 

legislative framework, which attracts initial investment into the sector, while maintaining options for competition 

in the future and the fair distribution of economic rents. 

5.1.2 Vision 2030 

In 2004, Namibia adopted Vision 2030, which outlines the country's development programmes and strategies to 

achieve its national objectives.  One of the major objectives of Vision 2030 is to “ensure the development of 

Namibia’s ‘natural capital’ and its sustainable utilisation, for the benefit of the country’s social, economic and 

ecological well-being”. 

The vision for non-renewable resources is that Namibia’s mineral resources are strategically exploited and 

optimally beneficiated, while ensuring that environmental impacts are minimised.  Vision 2030 acknowledges 

that poorly planned or badly managed mining can result in a great variety of impacts that threaten human health 
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and environmental integrity.  Vision 2030 further notes that with EIAs applied during the planning phase and the 

implementation of ESMPs during operational phase, operations are increasingly better planned and negative 

impacts can usually be mitigated and localised.  

5.1.3 Fifth National Development Plan 2017/18 – 2021/22 (NDP5) 

Vision 2030 is being implemented through a series of five-year National Development Plans.  NDP5 aims to 

achieve rapid industrialisation, while adhering to the four integrated pillars of sustainable development:  

• Economic Progression; 

• Social Transformation; 

• Environmental Sustainability; and 

• Good Governance. 

NDP5 recognises the use of Namibia’s natural resources in an efficient and sustainable way to achieve sustainable 

development and improve the welfare of the nation’s citizens.  In this regard, it emphasises the importance of 

partnerships between government, the private sector, communities and civil society in ensuring that economic 

progress is achieved in an environment of social harmony. 

It also plans to achieve economic progression by developing value added industrialisation, substituting imports 

for locally produced goods, creating value-chains of production, and to accelerate Small and Medium Enterprise 

(SME) development (NPC, 2017).  

5.1.4 Namibia’s Industrial Policy 

In 2012, the then Ministry of Trade and Industry (MTI) developed Namibia’s Industrial Policy.  Three years after 

drafting the Industrial Policy, the MTI produced an execution strategy for industrialisation in 2015 called “Growth 

at Home” (MTI, 2015).   

The strategy advocates a targeted approach towards industrialisation.  In the first phase of Growth at Home, 

sectors in which Namibia already has some sort of comparative advantage will be targeted (MTI, 2015).  Mining 

(and other extraction) is identified as one of a number of particular sectors to be targeted.  The strategy sets out 

a broad outline of how downstream industries should be developed to ensure that the job creation and socio-

economic benefits which stem directly and indirectly from primary production are maximised (MTI, 2015). 

5.1.5 Namibia’s National Energy Policy 

The National Energy Policy spells out the Government of Namibia’s intent, direction and undertakings regarding 

the development and future of the Namibian energy sector (MME, 2017). 

For the electricity sector, the key policy thrusts are the development of local generation capacity to improve 

security of supply through appropriate planning at national level, reviewing the present electricity market model, 

ensuring the on-going viability and development of the transmission and distribution networks, strengthening 

the regulatory framework, and shaping the electricity mix of the future (MME, 2017).  

For the upstream oil and gas sector, the key policy thrust is aimed at promoting the country’s exploration 

potential, attracting investments to further explore Namibia’s oil and gas potential, and strengthening the 

capacity in the sector as well as the regulation of the sector to support such investments, while also protecting 

Namibia’s national interests.  The Government resolves to:  
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• strengthen the national investment climate, to ensure certainty, stability and competitiveness through 

favourable commercial, legal and fiscal terms.   

• facilitate private sector investments, and support the development of necessary expertise in the 

exploration and development of the country’s oil and gas resources.  

• continue to promote investments in the oil and gas sector at international, regional and national events. 

encourage collaboration between existing licence holders to carry out joint exploration programmes 

(MME, 2017).    

5.1.6 Namibia's Climate Change Policy Framework 

Climate change has been identified as a critical threat to sustainable development and general welfare of society 

in Namibia.  Namibia has the most arid climate of all southern African countries and its economy is, therefore, 

exposed to difficult and harsh conditions, with water accessibility a serious challenge.  

A large proportion of the Namibian people are reliant on the natural environment for their livelihood. It is 

therefore a natural resource-based economy, and the arid climate and variability in climatic patterns, as well as 

a limited adaptive capacity of the population due to poverty and high divergence of income levels exacerbate 

the challenge.  This makes Namibia one of the most vulnerable countries to climatic change impacts (Kamwi, 

2015).  Namibia has recognised the threat posed by climate change and has put an appropriate policy framework 

in place to deal with this threat.  

The key milestones in Namibia’s response to climate change include the following (Kamwi, 2015): 

• In 1995 Namibia ratified the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). The 

ultimate objective of the Convention is the stabilisation of greenhouse gas concentrations in the 

atmosphere at a level that will prevent dangerous human interference with the climate system.  

• Namibia established the National Climate Change Committee (NCCC) in 2001.  

• Namibia developed their National Climate Change Policy in 2010-2011. 

• Namibia published a National Disaster Risk Management Plan in 2011. This Plan aims to provide guidance 

and strengthen national capacity for disaster risk management and to provide a framework for sectoral 

and regional disaster risk management in Namibia. 

• The National Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan (NCCSAP, 2013-2020) lays out the guiding principles 

responsive to climate change that is effective, efficient and practical.  It further identifies priority action 

areas for adaptation and mitigation.  

• A new climate action plan (Intended Nationally Determined Contribution) was submitted to the UNFCCC 

in September 2015, ahead of the 2015 Paris Agreement. It was converted to a Nationally Determined 

Contribution in 2016.  

• In April 2016 the president of the Republic of Namibia signed the Paris Agreement and followed that up in 

September 2016 by ratifying the Agreement. The Paris Agreement is a comprehensive framework which 

aims to guide international efforts to limit Greenhouse Gasses (GHG) emissions and to meet challenges 

posed by climate change.  The Paris Agreement aims to limit the global temperature increase to below 2°C 

above pre-industrial levels and pursue efforts to limit the temperature increase to 1.5°C above pre-

industrial levels.  Parties aim to reach global peaking of GHG emissions as soon as possible, recognising 

that peaking will take longer for developing country Parties, and to undertake rapid reductions thereafter 

in accordance with best available science, so as to achieve a balance between anthropogenic emissions by 

sources and removals by sinks of GHGs in the second half of this century.  Each individual country is 
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responsible for determining their contribution (referred to as the “Nationally Determined Contribution” 

(NDC)) in reaching this goal.  The Agreement requires that these contributions should be "ambitious" and 

"represent a progression over time".  The contributions should be reported every five years and are to be 

registered by the UNFCCC Secretariat.  As a signatory to the Agreement, Namibia was required to adopt 

the agreement within its own legal systems, through ratification, acceptance, approval or accession. 

The most recent estimates as reported by Namibia Country Diagnostic (2017) puts Namibian GHG emissions per 

capita at 9.15 Gg CO2-eq with the total national emissions estimated at 0.02% of the global total. Namibia aims 

to reduce GHG emissions by 89% by 2030, compared to the “Business as Usual” scenario.  The focus areas to 

achieve this mitigation objective are sustainable energy (including green hydrogen and green ammonia), 

transport and Agriculture, Forestry and Other Land Use (AFOLU).  

5.1.7 Namibia’s Updated Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC), 2021 

Namibia is committed to the Paris Agreement and to taking actions to reduce emissions and ensure a climate-

resilient economy.  In line with its Climate Change Policy, Namibia's mitigation commitment is in the form of a 

decrease in GHG emissions compared to the "Business as Usual" baseline over the 2015-2030 period, which 

presents an improvement in its commitment to meeting the Paris Agreement goal and meeting the goal of net 

zero emissions by 2050. 

In the energy sector, the national sustainable energy strategy of Namibia looks to introduce new emissions 

reducing technologies and encourage healthier practices that are more energy efficient.  The updated NDC 

includes climate-friendly and energy-efficient refrigeration and air conditioning.  Low Global Warming Potential 

technology options, particularly technology with natural refrigerants, exist as an alternative to HFCs for almost 

any refrigeration and air conditioning appliance.  In the "agriculture, forestry, and other land uses" sector, the 

main driver of the 2030 goal is to reduce the deforestation rate.  Namibia has acknowledged that reforestation, 

agroforestry and urban forests are vital to both carbon and timber productivity through best forest management 

practices. Under the waste sector, energy utilisation measures such as Municipal Solid Waste transformation 

into compost and electricity are the most important opportunities. 

5.1.8 Paris Agreement – United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (2015) 

The Paris Agreement is a comprehensive framework that aims to guide international efforts to limit GHG 

emissions and to meet challenges posed by climate change.  The Paris Agreement was adopted on 12 December 

2015 at the 21st session of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 

Change (UNFCCC CoP21).  The agreement was signed by Namibia in April 2016.   

The long-term goals of the Paris Agreement are: 

• limit the global temperature increase to below 2°C above pre-industrial levels, while pursuing efforts to 

limit the temperature increase to 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels.   

• Increasing countries’ ability to adapt to the effects of climate change and to foster climate resilience. 

• Encouraging low GHG emissions development that does not compromise food production. 

• Making finance flows consistent with a pathway towards low GHG emissions and climate resilient 

development. 

• Reaching a peak in GHG emissions ‘as soon as possible’, while recognising that the timeframes for 

achieving this will differ between developed and developing countries. 
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• Achieving carbon neutrality from 2050 onwards. 

Each individual country is responsible for determining their contribution (referred to as the “nationally 

determined contribution”) in reaching this goal.  The Agreement requires that these contributions should be 

"ambitious" and "represent a progression over time".  The contributions should be reported every five years and 

are to be registered by the UNFCCC Secretariat.  As a signatory to the Agreement, Namibia will be required to 

adopt the agreement within its own legal systems, through ratification, acceptance, approval or accession.  

Under the Agreement, Namibia is also required to investigate alternatives to existing industries which have high 

carbon-emissions.  A shift away from coal-based energy production within the energy sector and increased 

reliance on alternative energy sources is therefore anticipated.  "Natural gas, and in particular liquefied natural 

gas, has potential to play a role for Africa as a rich and reliable source of energy, which can serve as a bridging 

fuel on the path to the carbon-neutral goal of the Paris Agreement (Source: https://www.kslaw.com/blog-

posts/the-paris-agreement-on-climate-change-implications-for-africa).  

Following the signing of the Paris Agreement, Namibia had in 2021 participated in COP26 where it recommitted 

to its efforts to reduce GHG emissions by 2030. 

5.1.9 International Energy Agency: Net Zero by 2050 – A Roadmap for the Global Energy Sector (IEA, 

2021) 

The International Energy Agency (IEA) is a Paris-based autonomous intergovernmental organisation established 

in the framework of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) in 1974.  Today the 

IEA acts as a policy adviser to its member states, as well as major emerging economies, such as Namibia (although 

not a member or association country to the IEA), to support energy security and advance the clean energy 

transition worldwide.  The IEA's mandate has broadened to focus on providing analysis, data, policy 

recommendations and solutions to help countries ensure secure, affordable and sustainable energy for all.  In 

particular, it has focused on supporting global efforts to accelerate the clean energy transition and mitigate 

climate change.  The IEA has a broad role in promoting rational energy policies and multinational energy 

technology co-operation with a view to reaching net zero emissions.  In response to the growing number of 

pledges by countries and companies around the world to limit their emissions to net zero by 2050 or soon after, 

IEA announced in January 2021 that it would produce a roadmap for the global energy sector to reach 2050 net 

zero.  The report maps out a pathway in line with preventing global temperatures from rising above 1.5°C 

(Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Energy_Agency).   

The global pathway to net-zero emissions by 2050 detailed in this report requires all governments to significantly 

strengthen and then successfully implement their energy and climate policies.  The proposed pathway calls for 

scaling up solar and wind so that the energy sector is dominated by renewables with a significant decline in fossil 

fuels (reducing from four-fifths of total energy supply to slightly over one-fifth by 2050).  Although the proposed 

pathway still recognises the need for fossil fuels in the energy mix, it does not provide for the approval of new 

oil and gas fields for development due to the projected drastic reduction in oil and gas demand (IEA, 2021).   

The report, however, recognises that the route mapped out is a path, not necessarily the only path, and so it 

examines some key uncertainties, including the speed with which demand and behaviours adapt, the real level 

of energy efficiency, the pace at which new decarbonisation technologies (such as hydrogen and carbon capture 

and storage) scale up, etc.  The report thus concludes that the proposed pathway to net-zero emissions is just 

one possible pathway to achieve net-zero emissions by 2050.  
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5.25.25.25.2 LOCAL AND REGIONAL LOCAL AND REGIONAL LOCAL AND REGIONAL LOCAL AND REGIONAL SOCIOSOCIOSOCIOSOCIO----ECONOMIC POLICYECONOMIC POLICYECONOMIC POLICYECONOMIC POLICY    

With respect to regional planning, the socio-economic development objectives of the Erongo Region have a 

special focus on uplifting the standard of living within the region (ERC, 2015).  They include the following: 

• ensuring regional and rural economic development; 

• creating employment opportunities; 

• improving infrastructure, with the delivery of basic services to rural areas a priority; 

• co-ordinating training of community members in entrepreneurial skills; and 

• educating the community with regard to the prevalence of HIV/Aids and Tuberculosis (TB) cases. 

The strategic socio-economic development objectives for the //Karas Region (KRC, 2017) include the following: 

• enhancing spatial planning; 

• improving key infrastructure; 

• providing basic services and housing; 

• enhancing food security; 

• promoting economic opportunities; and 

• ensuring inclusive and equitable quality education for all. 

The //Karas Regional Council also notes on its webpage that “[t]he region still possesses many untapped raw 

materials, such as offshore natural gas and other minerals that promise new industries” (KRC, 2015). 

The town councils of both Lüderitz and Walvis Bay seek to ensure that their economies are well diversified.   

The Walvis Bay Town Council has pointed out that Walvis Bay, with its deep-water port, ship repair and logistics 

handling facilities, is particularly well placed to serve an oil extraction industry which could develop in the wake 

of a significant oil discovery (WBTC, 2017). 

5.35.35.35.3 OIL AND GAS IOIL AND GAS IOIL AND GAS IOIL AND GAS INDUSTRY HISTORY, POLICY AND PROMOTION INITIATIVESNDUSTRY HISTORY, POLICY AND PROMOTION INITIATIVESNDUSTRY HISTORY, POLICY AND PROMOTION INITIATIVESNDUSTRY HISTORY, POLICY AND PROMOTION INITIATIVES    

Exploration aims to identify commercially viable reserves of hydrocarbons such as oil and gas.  The first step in 

the search for hydrocarbons is to undertake geophysical surveys.  These allow for the evaluation of the structure 

and composition of subsurface formations.  Geophysical surveys include magnetometric, aerial 

photogrammetric, gravimetric, seismic, radiographic and stratigraphic surveys, all of which provide a more 

detailed understanding of the likelihood of the existence of commercially viable hydrocarbons.  The certainty 

which can be achieved through surveys is limited and to prove the existence of commercially viable reserves, 

exploration and appraisal drilling is necessary (UKDTI, 2001). 

The first Namibian oil and gas exploration wells were drilled in the 1960s, but it wasn’t until 1974 that the 

presence of hydrocarbons was confirmed through the discovery of the Kudu Gas Field on the northern section 

of the Orange Basin, directly west of Oranjemund.  By 1991, fewer than 10 hydrocarbon wells had been drilled 

in Namibia, with no commercially viable reserves having been discovered (OGJ, 1991).  Following unsuccessful 

attempts to prove commercially viable reserves, interest in Namibian oil and gas waned.   

In recent years there has been a resurgence in Namibian hydrocarbon exploration with major oil companies 

purchasing exploration licences from the government.  Improvements in deep-water drilling technology 

increased the economic viability of what were previously considered sub-commercial reserves.  Between 2010 

and 2014, 13 wells were drilled in Namibia bringing the total number of offshore hydrocarbon wells drilled in 

Namibian waters to 32.  Of these, 15 had been exploratory wells, seven appraisal wells and a further ten had 
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been drilled for scientific research (NAMCOR, 2017a).  Since 2018, a further seven wells have been drilled in the 

Walvis and Lüderitz basins, including the successful Venus-1X well by TEEPNA in Block 2913B.  The collection of 

survey, seismic and aeromagnetic data has contributed to a substantial geological and geophysical database for 

the country, and has revealed the existence of four offshore frontier basins of interest to explorers: the Orange, 

Lüderitz, Walvis and Namibe basins.  Commercially viable petroleum reserves are yet to be confirmed in Namibia. 

Regulation of the Namibian oil and gas industry is the mandate of MME.  The fiscal regime is outlined in the 

Petroleum (Exploration and Production) Act, 1991 (No. 2 of 1991), the Petroleum (Taxation) Act, 1991 (No. 3 of 

1991) and the Petroleum Laws Amendment Act, 1998 (No. 24 of 1998).  Administrative provisions are also 

provided in the Income Tax Act, 1981 (No. 24 of 1981).  Some key features of the fiscal regime associated with 

exploration and production are as follows (Deloitte, 2016; Ernst and Young, 2016; NAMCOR, 2017a and b; KPMG, 

2020): 

• A licence application fee of between N$3 000 and N$30 000 is charged prior to exploration, followed by 

an annual licence area rental charge ranging between N$60 and N$150 per km2; 

• Petroleum Income Tax (PIT) is levied at 35% on the taxable base.  By comparison, the standard corporation 

tax rate is 32% while general mining companies taxed at a rate of 37.5% and diamond miners at 55%; 

• An incremental, three-tiered Additional Profit Tax (APT) is charged on after-tax net cash flow from 

petroleum production operations when they achieve relatively higher profits.  Exploration, development 

and operating expenditures, along with royalties, PIT and annual licence rental charges are all fully 

deductible; and 

• A royalty is levied at 5% of gross production revenue. 

Overall, the tax regime is designed to encourage exploration with a view to increasing production, which is 

ultimately where the state would generate significant amounts of revenue if a substantial, commercially viable 

reserve is proven.   

Policy advice is provided to MME by NAMCOR, a state-owned company which is also responsible for promoting 

exploration and production in the country.  NAMCOR also has “the mandate to carry out reconnaissance, 

exploration and production operations either on its own or in partnership with other organisations in the 

industry” (NAMCOR, 2017b).  NAMCOR is actively engaged in identifying prospects and leads, as well as in 

promoting and marketing the oil and gas potential of Namibia to local and international companies.   

5.45.45.45.4 COMPATIBILITY OF ‘FIT’ OF THE PROJECTCOMPATIBILITY OF ‘FIT’ OF THE PROJECTCOMPATIBILITY OF ‘FIT’ OF THE PROJECTCOMPATIBILITY OF ‘FIT’ OF THE PROJECT    AND BENEFITSAND BENEFITSAND BENEFITSAND BENEFITS    

Namibia, like the rest of the world, is vulnerable to climate change, which will have an impact on water resources 

and food production, and increase the vulnerability of impoverished communities, amongst others.  There is thus 

global concern of the need to reduce GHG emissions and achieve carbon neutrality by 2050.  However, the rapid 

transition to carbon neutrality presents a potential risk to economic growth and sustainable development if not 

managed properly.  Namibia is committed to a just transition to a net-zero and climate resilient society. 

The policy compatibility review suggests that Namibian policy, specifically Namibia’s National Energy Policy, 

currently promotes the country’s exploration potential and investments in the oil and gas sector.  Policy is also 

broadly aimed towards improving socio-economic welfare through the sustainable utilisation of the country’s 

natural resources.  NDP5 plans to achieve economic progression by developing value added industrialisation, 

substituting imports for locally produced goods, creating value-chains of production, and to accelerate SME 

development.  Although Namibian policy is increasingly focussed on beneficiation and the creation of 
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downstream opportunities, it is still recognised that upstream industries involving resource extraction play a key 

role in the overall goal of realising the full potential which the country’s resources can offer,  even more so after 

the recent deep water finds by TEEPNA and Shell off southern Namibia.   

The overall conclusion is that the proposed project will be largely compatible with key socio-economic policies 

and plans, provided environmental and other risks can be adequately mitigated.  The use of natural gas until 

2050 is also in line with international policy, which recognises the need for fossil fuels in the energy mix in the 

pathway to net-zero emissions by 2050. 

The need and desirability for the proposed project is economic and strategic in nature.  The purpose of the 

project is to develop Namibia’s natural resources to the benefit of the people of Namibia and the project 

stakeholders.  The project will need to do so in a safe, environmentally sound and commercially viable manner. 

If successful, the production stage of the project will contribute to the Namibian economy and will have a positive 

impact in reducing the Namibia balance of payments with respect to energy.  Income to the government from 

the production stage of the project will facilitate economic development and growth, further benefiting Namibia 

directly from the project and indirectly through development of supporting and related enterprises.  Should 

there be a substantial hydrocarbon find in Block 2912, the project could continue onto the development phase, 

which would generate employment and training opportunities directly in the offshore oil and gas industry.  For 

this relatively short-term drilling campaign, the project will generate opportunities indirectly through service, 

supply and support industries.   

Although the exploration for and use of hydrocarbons is largely aligned with key socio-economic policies and 

plans, it is not aligned with other National and International agreements, laws policies and plans (e.g. Namibia's 

Climate Change Policy Framework, Updated NDC), which identify the need to reduce the reliance on fossil fuels 

and for the global community, including Namibia, to reduce its GHG emissions and meet international law 

obligations and commitments.  Notwithstanding the above, the use use of natural gas is seen as necessary to 

serve as a transition on the path to a carbon-neutral goal (as per the Paris Agreement) and provide the flexibility 

required to complement renewable energy sources.  Should a substantial gas resource be found in Namibia, it 

would contribute to the energy transition goals.   In addition to the use of natural gas for electricity generation, 

the many other uses of hydrocarbons (e.g. transportation fuels, asphalt, and feedstocks for making chemicals, 

polyurethane, solvents, plastics and other synthetic materials) will also need to see adaptation and mitigation 

during this transition period.  TEEPNA acknowledges that climate change is a significant issue for its business and 

is committed to reducing its GHG emissions.  Its efforts in this regard are set out in Section 2.4.4   

It is acknowledged that the proposed exploration project would not result in the production of oil or gas, but 

rather the confirmation of a possible indigenous resources.  By gaining a better understanding of the extent, 

nature and economic feasibility of extracting these potential resources, the viability of developing indigenous oil 

and gas resources would be better understood.  The proposed exploration project, as contemplated (i.e. not 

considering possible production), has no direct influence on Namibia's reliance on fossil fuels and whether 

consumers use more or less oil or gas, nor on which types of fossil fuels contribute to the country’s energy mix.  

The proposed project will not necessarily change how fossil fuels are used in Namibia and has no direct influence 

on GHG emissions that would arise from the consumption of fossil fuels.  These aspects are influenced by 

Namibia’s energy and climate change related policy, the financial costs of the various energy sources and 

consumer choices in this regard.  The National strategic policy issues relating to energy and climate change fall 

beyond the scope of this project ESIA.    
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The proposed exploration project will potentially lead to Namibia optimising its own indigenous resources to 

provide for its identified oil and gas needs until the 2050 deadline to achieve carbon neutrality, rather than having 

to mainly import, as at present.  


