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Clearlead – part of SLR (Clearlead 
lead - with NIRAS) prepared a Strategic 
Environmental Assessment and an 
Appropriate Assessment to inform the 
preparation of the Offshore Renewable 
Energy Development Plan II (OREDP 
II) for Ireland being prepared by the 
Department of the Environment, Climate 
and Communications (DECC). OREDP II 
will update the original OREDP published 
in 2014. The purpose of the OREDP II 
is to provide strategic guidance for the 
sustainable deployment of offshore 
renewable energy from 2030. It is a 
national, sectoral assessment that will 
guide, at a high-level, strategic planning 
and the sustainable development of 
Ireland’s offshore renewable energy 
resource.  

The three key objectives of OREDP II 
have been preliminarily defined as:
• Objective 1: Quantify the 

resource potential for offshore 
renewable energy in Ireland’s 
Exclusive Economic Zone. 

• Objective 2: Provide an evidence 
base for the identification of areas 
most suitable for the sustainable 
development of offshore renewable 
energy in Ireland’s maritime area as 
part of the enduring plan-regime, 

• Objective 3: Identify gaps in 
marine data or knowledge and 
recommend prioritised actions to 
close these gaps.

The SEA and AA assessed the potential 
effects arising from the development 
of floating offshore wind (FLOW), 
fixed offshore wind, wave and tidal 
technologies and examined the constraint 
models used to develop the plan as well 
as potential broad areas for more focused 
development and assessment. 

SLR is currently drafting the final report 
and will be supporting the stakeholder 
and public consultation in early 2023 with 
the development of a digital, interactive 
report. 
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