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TECHNICAL SERVICE

THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT, CONSERVATION 
AREAS & SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Sustainability and historic buildings
One aspect in which new development 
can make contributions to sustainability 
is through reuse and refurbishment of 
existing historic features and structures. 
They can be used to advantage 
within fresh development and urban 
regeneration schemes to emphasise a 
sense of place and identity. When such 
re-use is not possible, however, such 
buildings often need to be surveyed and 
recorded by a specialist building
archaeologist through measured and 
photographic surveys, before demolition 
or alteration.

Constraints and opportunities
Technical appraisal and background 
research can provide evidence to 
support change of use for historic 
buildings, such as mills, former military 
bases or farm buildings, as well as 

identifying what historic attributes 
are of importance and should be 
retained, and which are not and can 
be removed, or even demolished. The 
costs of conservation for nationally 
protected buildings can be offset by 
designing a scheme which includes 
enabling development. 

Indirect impact: the Setting issue
The settings of listed buildings, 
conservation areas and scheduled
monuments, will often need to be 
assessed as part of a planning
application, even if there is no 
direct impact. Proximity to the 
development, or a visual or historic 
relationship to a designated site up to 
a distance of several kilometres, may 
form a material consideration
during the determination of a 
planning application. Designed

landscapes such as parks and gardens, 
also require assessment as to
what impact a development may have 
on their significance due to a change in 
setting, where views to and from the 
park may be of particular importance.

Urban development & conservation
Urban development and town 
centre regeneration will often affect 
Conservation Areas, as well as aesthetic 
aspects of the historic environment such 
as townscape character, street furniture,
roofscapes, massing, access and spatial 
patterning, which can evoke much 
conservative public reaction. All of these 
aspects require specialist knowledge of 
the historic environment and legal
frameworks, tempered by an 
understanding of commercial reality,
to assist in presenting a well-designed 
case for development.

SLR can offer qualified staff who have extensive experience in dealing with many different 
types of development; skilled in investigating and assessing historic buildings, acting as 
advocates and in undertaking character appraisals, and who can advise, negotiate, design and 
execute bespoke programmes of work to smooth the path of urban renewal, refurbishment, 
restoration and new development.

       “Such buildings often 
need to be surveyed and 
recorded by a specialist 
building archaeologist 
through measured and 
photographic surveys.”
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